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EDITORIAL 

Our new look Metamorphosis is really taking off. We are receiving so many excellent articles 
from so many different people that the standard of the journal is sure to improve even more. 

However there is still a large proportion of members who have never submitted their 
comments or observations to Metamorphosis. lf you feel you are not competent to write an 
article, still submit your observations to us and we will turn them into an article for you. To see 
your own paper in print is one of the most satisfying of things you can imagine - that you 
personally have contributed to the advancement of scientific knowledge. 

I have to report with sorrow on the passing of the doyen of butterfly collectors, Charlie 
Dickson, at the age of 83 on the 30th August 1991. My friendship with Charlie started nearly 
60 years ago and during most of that time we exchanged weekly letters on our happenings 
and doings. Over the years he has guided and encouraged our love of butterflies. I can 
honestly say that my sons and I would never have achieved what we have done today without 
his guiding hand. I for one am going to miss him dearly. I would like to pass on my 
condolences on behalf of myself and the whole Lepidopterists' Society to all his family and 
friends. 

With the passing of Charlie Dickson and David Swanepoel last year, we have definitely 
come to the end of an era. This era was probably at its peak in the late 1950's and 1960's 
when l started collecting seriously again. At that time the butterfly scene was dominated by 
such personages as Ken Pennington, Georges van Son, David Swanepoel and Charlie 
Dickson. Other well-known personalities of those times were Bill Teare, Russell Badham, 
Arthur Duke, Ruth Southey, with the younger rising lights being Cameron McMaster, Clive 
Quickelberge and Kit Cottrell. To help relive some of these old days we have got a couple of 
articles in this issue by Charlie Wykeham and Ruth Southey. 

We are now entering a new era; let us hope that the up and coming generation will 
continue to build on the solid foundation of our predecessors. Hopefully the Lepidopterists' 
Society and Metamorphosis will guide us successfully to the next century. 
 

W.H. Henning 

 

Trimenia wallengrenii (Trimen) adult male, upper and underside 
(Del. C.C.C. Dickson) 
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COMMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 
 
The 1991 Conference and Annual General Meeting has come and gone. It was most 
satisfying to see that it was probably the most successful to date. We had 54 members 
attending the AGM and over 70 attending the conference over the two days. 

The standard of papers this year was very high and the topics covered varied. Another 
thing that has improved is the standard of photography. The photographic competition was 
particularly difficult to judge as there was so little to choose between the top slides submitted 
as they were of such high quality. 

Of particular interest to me was Jason Londt's talk on a 'Proposed butterfly atlas for Natal'. 
It brought home to me how inadequate our labelling system is at the moment. Most of us just 
put down the locality as the nearest town and think it's adequate. That we have four or five 
different habitats surrounding the town and the locality can be as far as 20 km. we do not take 
into consideration. For this reason we have included an article by Rolf on how to write a 
correct locality label in this issue of Metamorphosis. 

At the AGM the Council was given the go ahead to initiate our programme of social 
events. These will include workshops on such things as photography and monthly meetings 
just to discuss our latest captures and where to go collecting during the next month. The dates 
and venues will be published in Metamorphosis when they become available. 

As I am writing this I have just heard that Charlie Dickson died on the 30th August 1991. 
With his passing we have probably lost the greatest South African lepidopterist of this century. 
I for one will never forget him; to me he was a friend and mentor. He guided all my early 
attempts at writing papers and his kindness and patience with my early fumbling attempts will 
always be remembered with affection. Even in recent times before he started losing his sight, 
all my major manuscripts were sent to him for comment. This he always did with the greatest 
diligence. My greatest sorrow is that he did not see the publication of the second revised 
edition of Pennington's Butterflies of Southern Africa', which was the crowning achievement of 
an illustrious career spanning some sixty odd years. 
 

Stephen Henning 
 

 

Sarangesa ruona male upperside 
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP 
 
Due to the last quarter being predominantly winter months there was very little activity. Petrol 
prices and restrictions on travel have kept collectors from the Zululand forests which are usual 
haunts in winter. 

Some events of significance over recent months have been the Annual Conference and 
various TV adverts depicting butterflies. The collectors’ handbook is also progressing well. 
The Society has embarked on a programme of making the general public more aware of 
insects, especially butterflies. The Entomological Society of Southern Africa is now also taking 
great interest in conservation of insects, a cause pioneered by the Lepidopterists' Society. 
With regard to th6 Annual Conference we had Steve Collins visiting us from Kenya and lvan 
Bampton flew in from England especially for the event. The Zimbabwe collectors, Rob Paré 
and Ian Mullin were also present. Martin Krüger the new man at the Transvaal Museum was a 
welcome addition. We hope to have a long association with him. The sale of paintings, pins, 
setting boards,-T-shirts and other collecting paraphernalia was well supported. 

On display at the conference was Andrew Upshon's award winning project. Andrew 
Upshon is a 16 year old student at Northcliff High School and a junior member of the 
Lepidopterists’ Society. His project was initially entitled "There is much an amateur 
lepidopterist can do to contribute to science". It covered a number of aspects on the study of 
butterflies including: 

 
- New areas of distribution (in particular Colotis lais, Charaxes varanes and C. zoolina 
- Breeding methods and habitat requirements 
- Behaviour, camouflage, concealm6nt and predation 
- Conservation, ecological relationships and reduction of habitats 
- Photographic recording 
 
This was entered in the EXPO for Young Scientists competition in 1990 and won a Gold 
Medal at the regional finals at the Rand Afrikaans University. At the National Finals held at 
Pretoria University that year the entry again won a Gold Medal. Subsequently this year i1991) 
Andrew was chosen for the South African team to exhibit at “ESI 91" the International Science 
Expo held at Prague, Czechoslovakia. This event drew approximately I000 entries from over 
70 countries and covered all fields of science. 'Andrew's exhibit was entitled "Lepidoptery in 
Africa - Extinction is Forever", sub title "There is much an amateur Lepidopterist can do to 
preserve habitats and their inhabitants and contribute to science". This received high acclaim 
and in fact South Africa was the only country singled out and commended for its very high 
standard of work at the final of the exhibition. 

At Prague Andrew was approached by the Secretary General for Science for Tunisia, and 
invited to exhibit his work on Lepidoptera at the International Science Forum being hosted by 
Tunisia. This event is held under the auspices of UNESCO. The Russian delegation's head of 
science at ESI 91 has also asked Andrew to exhibit in Moscow. 

While Andrew may not be able to take up these invitations due to his schooling 
constraints (he is writing his matric in 1992) we at the Lepidopterists' Society are proud of his 
achievements. We congratulate him on his success and hope that he will be an inspiration to 
other young lepidopterists. 
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Butterflywise  the season has started well with Nolan Owen-Johnston taking a Charaxes 

etesipe tavetensis Rothschild at Manguzi in early September. 
Douglas Kroon went to Namaqualand at the end of August to look at the flowers and to 

collect moths. While wandering around the hills between Kamieskroon and Wallekraal he 
noticed a number of small brown Lepidochrysops flying about. Not having his net with him he 
proceeded to batter one to death with his cap. This damaged specimen has gained 
extraordinary significance on its being identified as Lepidochrysops penningtoni Dickson! 

The Saltpan in the Northern Transvaal was also visited in early September but as the 
roadsides had been recently scraped there were no flowers to collect from. Colotis celimene 
amina (Hewitson) was conspicuous by its absence and the only worthy records were lolaus 
pallene (Wallengren) and Abantis paradisea Butler. 

During the coming season I fervently hope that members will contact me about their 
captures. My phone number at home is (011) 768-1949 and during office hours (011) 474-
1466. I hope to hear from you. 
 

Graham Henning 
 

 
 

Lepidochrysops bacchus Riley male 
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TRANSKEI AHOY! 
 

By Steve Woodhall 
P.O. Box 67317 Bryanston 2021 

 
How many times have you read your copy of Pennington's and come to the species you find 
in the Port St Johns area and thought to yourself - one day............ .? 

Well, four of us recently took the plunge and went on a safari to the Transkei. Bill Steele 
had had a successful rip at Christmas 1990 and organized a permit, by kind permission of the 
Transkei Dept. of Agriculture and Forestry, for the week after Easter this year. Easter is 
traditionally the best time for Transkei butterflies, so we set off with happy hearts and high 
expectations. 

Bill, his fishing pal Ron Clay, Nolan Owen-Johnston and myself set off at 02h00 on March 
31. The night was clear and starry. We had loaded Bill's Microbus with all the necessary food, 
tents, booze, fishing gear, nets, traps and bait for a week-long stay in the bundu. We took my 
portable fridge that was to prove so useful for keeping food fresh, beers cold and butterflies 
frozen! Towing behind was Bill's fishing boat with its two 28hp Mariner outboards that make it 
go like a ski-boat! 

By dawn we were on the road to Aliwal North and Barkly East. We stopped at about 
09h00 at the roadside just outside Aliwal North to inspect some purple flowers but there was 
nothing doing. The purpose of the early start was to allow us to stop and look for interesting 
Eastern Cape satyrids etc. on the way down. By the time we were going down Barkly Pass it 
was late morning and we were eagerly looking for Merxmuellera grass, in the hope of getting 
Torynesis magna. We found the grass but, unfortunately we seemed to be a little too late, 
because we found no interesting satyrids. What we did find was a single specimen of 
Harpendyreus tsomo, and a small plant of the Selago genus that looked suspiciously like the 
foodplant of Lepidochrysops lerothodi. This is worth following up at the correct time of the 
year, as the altitude is right, and the butterfly is found not too far away at Lundeans Nek. The 
one species that was out in vast numbers was Colias electo, some of which were interestingly 
very dark specimens. By this time we were getting desperate to find some decent, unfamiliar 
non-Transvaal bugs! We set off again and just on the other side of Elliot we took a wrong, turn 
and ended up heading towards Indwe. Bill saw several brown butterflies fly across the road 
and we screeched to a halt. The Microbus spewed lepidopterists in all directions, all 
desperately trying to assemble their nets! We tore (literally - my pants need mending) over the 
fence and shot into the grassy veld. "There's one!" "Where!?" "Over there!" "Gotcha!!!!!!  oh 
blast it's only a Pseudonympha magoides". We tried to kid ourselves for a while that they were 
magus, but we had to concede that Nolan was correct in his identification. However, these 
specimens differed a bit from their Transvaal brethren, and were interesting enough for us to 
take a couple. 

We eventually found the correct road, but we were getting behind schedule. We had to 
abandon any hopes of collecting again until we reached our destination. The road from 
Engcobo to Umtata is very long and bumpy, and it seemed like an age before we reached the 
Transkei capital. The inevitable army and police roadblocks were out, but we passed through 
without event. The run through Umtata itself proved uneventful and finally we were on our way 
to Port St Johns. We began to lose altitude and the hills began to wear more trees. In the 
distance we could see a bank of low cloud and I thought "oh no, not another typical rained off 
trip to the south eastern coast!" We dropped into the clouds when the road began to drop in 
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earnest. We had a frightening moment when a heavily laden minibus-taxi nearly took us out 
on a bend, he was on the wrong side of the road and how Bill missed him I still don't 
remember! Eventually we saw the awesome sight of the Umzimvubu mouth with the huge 
cliffs emerging from the forest like Conan Doyle's Lost World. And the sky was blue at the 
coast! We stopped in the town to buy burgers and coke, and to unsuccessfully search for Bill's 
fly fishing friend John Costello (more of him later!). Bill saw an Abantis bicolor flit around a 
flowering Allophylus tree, but at the sight of three waving nets it quickly vanished! With the 
light beginning to fade we took the road back along the river and across the bridge towards 
Lusikisiki. Once across the bridge it became a terrible, winding steep dirt road, but not half as 
bad as the turning we took to Ntafufu about 15km on. The turn is unsignposted, and it goes 
downhill to the right. It winds down through farmland for about 10km, and then reaches the 
Ntafufu Forest Reserve. All the way the track is lined with little kids shouting 
"SWEEEETEETEEET!!!!???? at us at the top of their little lungs. I wondered if anyone ever 
actually gives them anything, it'd probably cause a riot! 

When we reached the forest boundary, the custodian of the campsite was nowhere to be 
found so we simply pressed on. The road descended really steeply through a wonderfully 
thick Woodbush-type forest. The number plate board on the boat trailer was ripped off by a 
large rock sticking out of the road, but eventually we reached the Ntafufu river where the 
campsites are. It was getting dark quickly and we had no time to admire the view. At last we 
had arrived! Only to find that the campsite Bill had booked had been pinched by some fool 
who swore blind he had been there all week and knew nothing about our booking. We 
resisted the temptation to throw him and his tent into the river and chose another site a bit 
further upstream. Up went the tents (not without a little confusion since it was nearly dark), 
and we were ready for a nightcap, supper and bed.  

In the morning we woke up in the Garden of Eden. The clouds had all gone and a vista of 
riverine forest greeted us. How on Earth can one describe this Elysian place? Let's try: The 
tents were pitched on the bank of a clear tidal river, in a gap in the black mangroves. Above 
them were Milletia grandis (umzimbeet) trees, the foodplant of Charaxes pondoensis. On the 
mud at the water's edge were hundreds of little (and a few not so little) fiddler crabs who shot 
back inside their mud holes as soon as they were disturbed. Across the river was a hill whose 
steep, 200m, forest covered face dropped sheer into the water. The air echoed with the 
haunting cries of Fish eagles as they searched the river for prey. Behind our camp was a 
grassy marsh dotted with Acacia karoo and the odd umzimbeet. It is home to a pair of 
Crowned Cranes. The grass swarmed with hundreds of Zizina antanossa, and there were a 
few flowering Allophylus bushes attracting Anthene otacilia, a strange local Axiocerses tjoane 
with a jet black underside, numerous Azanus species, Acraea igola, and dozens of 
Bematistes aganice and the swarming Coliades forestan which was such a nuisance because 
one kept thinking one had seen A. bicolor. Charaxes spp., including pondoensis, brutus, 
cithaeron and varanes, swooped over the mangroves and umzimbeets, perhaps coming to the 
traps hung right next to the tents. 

Downriver was a lagoon and a rocky river mouth, with a wide, trackless beach running to 
the northeast. Fish jumped over the sandbars and the more salt-resistant white mangroves 
predominated. The coastal hills were rounded, green and grassy with dark, secret forests in 
their folds. Various kingfishers went about their business along the river and Wood 
Sandpipers buzzed along, almost skimming the water. All one could hear was birds and the 
sea. 
  



September 1991 METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 2, No. 3  
__________________________________________________________________  

7 

Upriver was a valley with rainforest-covered sides. The road down which we came 
beckoned invitingly for one to follow it into the depths of the forest. The road wound for five or 
so km through thick forest. Swallowtails were everywhere, mainly Papilio nireus lyaeus and 
(strangely mostly male) P. dardanus. Coenyra aurantiaca sauntered about in every patch' of 
shade. The clearings were full of Hypoestes, Plectranthus and Asystasia, all in flower and 
attracting the Swallowtails as well as the occasional Nepheronia argia, Eronia leda, 
Pseudacraea eurytus imitator or P. lucretia tarquinia. The very rare form pondo was taken by 
Bill but the specimen was sadly lost. Coliades forestan and Dixeia pigea abounded. lolaus 
sidus and Hypolycaena buxtoni males defended territories in the clearings, and their females 
fed on the flowers. The mix of Charaxes was similar to that along the river. Eventually it came 
to the forest boundary where stands the local store which sells COLD BEER! Lt seemed like 
heaven! 

Back down the road a couple of kilometres, a smaller track turned off down towards the 
river, and wound down a REALLY steep hill before crossing a marsh, after which it ended at a 
farm run by a fascinating character called Ian Robinson. Bill met Ian's parents on his last trip 
but this time Ian was on his own. Ian tears around the forest roads on what has to be the 
world's most battered and enduring Suzuki 120! The farm he runs is surrounded on two sides 
by forest and on two sides by the river. It was the shooting location for the movie "Shout at the 
Devil". Ian is the self-appointed custodian of the local wildlife and tells bloodcurdling tales of 
his battle of wits with the local poachers. On the riverbank on the farm is a forest of self-
seeded Guava trees with undergrowth of Panicum deustum grass. In this grass is where Bill 
found the rare satyrid Gnophodes betsimena diversa. The river falls down to an angler's 
paradise... the river winding around two sides of the farm. The farm was alive with butterflies 
and the Robinsons' aim is to open it up for lepidopterists and fishermen. 

From the top of the hill near the trading store, one can look around in all directions and 
see untold miles of forest with small patches of cultivation and grassland. The place is virtually 
unspoiled and must have been much like this when Colonel Bowker hunted hereabouts 130 
years ago. When one considers that this type of country, largely inaccessible by vehicle, 
stretches for hundreds of kilometres along this aptly named wild coast, as well as an 
appreciable way inland, it is not surprising that no-one has yet rediscovered the hideout of 
Deloneura immaculata. A lepidopterist could spend a lifetime here and not cover all the 
ground. 

We spent the first day exploring the forest and doing some fishing on the stretch of the 
river below the farm. The weather was grand and fine, butterflies were plentiful but the fish 
weren't! Ron and Nolan bought some crayfish from one of the locals - at about R1.50 each; 
we had about two dozen! That night we feasted on crayfish boiled in seawater, dipped in 
garlic butter and washed down with cold beers and wine. We tried to drown out the sounds of 
crickets, tree hyraxes and bush babies with our rugby songs. Ron, to our amusement, knew 
all the verses of "Eskimo Nell" and if you pour a few beers into Nolan he does a very fine 
rendition of "The Ball of Kerrymuir”!  Unfortunately the lyrics of 99.95% of what we sang would 
get Bill Henning in severe trouble with the Publications Control Board if he printed them in 
Metamorphosis. Ian Robinson came down from the farm to invite us to spend the day there on 
the morrow and try our luck with the butterflies there. 

The next day dawned bright and clear but after breakfast a sea mist sprang up and the 
day became overcast, stuffy and humid. We took the Microbus up the road and turned off to  
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the Robinsons' farm. Even in this dull weather, butterflies were flying in reasonable numbers. 
We spent some of our time (in between cold Castles) lurking hopefully next to several red 
hibiscus trees that were attracting Swallowtails and Skippers. Unfortunately no Abantis bicolor 
or Papilio dardanus f. trophonius showed themselves. The trapnets seemed only to be able to 
attract Charaxes brutus natalensis, except Bill whose bait seemed to also be useful for 
attracting bees! I got a rather tatty female Nepheronia argia varia f. oraria, and in the 
afternoon Bill got the first Gnophodes betsimena diversa I had ever seen on the wing. I spent 
the rest of the afternoon crashing around in the Guava plantation, while the others went off 
after Acraeas. Bill and Nolan took more Gnophodes betsimena diversa at dusk by carefully 
working the path through the guavas. I learned a lesson about how not to catch butterflies 
when I saw a perfect female sitting on a grass stem. In my excitement I swiped wildly at her, 
and caught half the forest as well as the butterfly in my net. She shredded her soft, delicate 
wings on the twigs and leaves, and I lost my only chance at a perfect specimen of this elusive 
species. 

It came to the time to return to the camp, and we set off in the Microbus to attempt the hill 
climb. This was the cue for disaster to strike our trip for the first time. As the Microbus 
attacked the first part of the steepest hill, there was a bang- the engine jumped out of gear, 
and a sickening cloud of white oil smoke arose from under the vehicle. Bill killed the motor 
immediately, and we all had horrific thoughts of how we were going to mend a broken sump in 
the back of beyond. Luckily Ian had a tractor, and he towed us all the way to the campsite. We 
then had a look at the damage and found that it not to be as bad as we had thought. What 
had happened was that whilst doing my share of driving back from Manguzi in the Microbus a 
couple of weeks previously, a dog had run under the vehicle, hitting the exhaust. This bent it 
so that it was sitting much lower than normal, so it had hit a rock in the road which forced it 
onto the oil filter, which was knocked off its mounting. The oil all leaked out, and it burned on 
the exhaust pipes, causing all the smoke.  

Despite this mishap, we had quite a lot of fun that evening. Ian joined us and together we 
had quite a party. He got so tiddly that we began to worry about whether he would make it 
back to the farm on his bike. When he fell off his chair he decided to call it quits and went 
home. In the morning, we awaited his promised mechanical help. When he didn't show up, 
Ron and l took the boat to the farm's river landing (oh that we had done this on the previous 
day!!) and found Ian nursing a hangover and sporting a badly burned ankle. It turned out that 
he had fallen off his bike and burnt himself on the exhaust! With Ian hors de combat we had to 
fix the mess ourselves. With various combinations of jacks and crowbars, Nolan and Bill 
pulled the Kombi’s exhaust away from the oil filter and removed it. The effort took most of the 
day, a day that they obviously would have preferred to be catching butterflies on. 

Luckily the chap on the next campsite lent Nolan his Land Rover to go into Port St Johns 
to try and get a new filter. Nolan gave up a lot of his time on the repair saga, which was very 
decent of him. The weather was glorious so, while Nolan was gone, Bill and I decided there 
was no use moping around doing nothing. I wandered along the bank and around the .camp 
area collecting, and Bill explored the forest some more. This is when I found the flowering 
bushes with the Anthene species on them. Strange how the best discoveries happen when 
you are feeling low. I was fed up because my bait, which is normally kept in the freezer, had 
gone bad and wasn’t attracting Charaxes anymore. Even the addition of Ron’s brandy only 
brought one more female C. pondoensis, and a few more of the inevitable brutus   
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and candiope. Nolan's "liqueurized" bait was, however, still every bit as effective as it had 
been on the first day. He kindly offered to let me have some of his bait, and it's a good job he 
did otherwise I would not have got many Charaxes at all. Nolan returned triumphantly with an 
oil filter, so we boiled up some more crayfish which Ron and I had bought earlier and had 
another feast. 

Friday dawned blight and sunny, and Bill and Nolan, with help from Ron, did a trial fit on 
the filter. It leaked like mad, so Ron and I took off for the Robinsons' farm to beg or borrow 
some silicone sealant. We were successful, so the filter was replaced with sealant and a 
prayer. By this time, half the day was gone again, and the sealant needed time to set. We 
went on the boat down to the river mouth, split up and climbed two of the coastal hills. Bill and 
Nolan climbed the one that rose behind the camp, and I waded through the river to climb to 
the top of the sea cliffs. The gallery forest had given way to coastal bush of the kind seen at 
La Lucia near Durban. This bush was mostly Allophylus and Milletia, with a lot of Deinbollia 
oblongifolia in bud but, sadly, none were flowering. On a hilltop with a clearing in the brush the 
first ever A. bicolor sighting for me took place! It sat on the edge of the clearing on a Milletia 
leaf, well out of net reach, dogfighting with the abundant specimens of C. forestan. Charaxes 
pondoensis, both sexes were also in evidence. Lacking traps and extensions, I forgot about 
the Charaxes and concentrated on willing that blasted skipper to fly within net range. There 
were plenty of other butterflies in that clearing, such as Virachola diocles, Eagris nottoana 
nottoana, and a female lolaus sidus ovipositing right in front of my nose on a Loranthus. But 
try as I might, I couldn't get near that bicolor! I even cut sticks and tried shoving them up my 
hollow net handle to get more length. No dice! 

Eventually I ran out of time, and had to return to the rendezvous I had agreed with the 
others. They also had had a successful climb, finding several Poecilmitis chrysaor atop the hill 
they climbed. But they hadn't seen any bicolor. 

When we got back to camp, I went off to catch the last of the day's Anthenes at the 
flowering bush. Nolan went there later, only to find everything gone. Bill went off towards the 
boathouse keeper's cottage in hot pursuit of a dardanus female f. trophonius, but he sadly 
missed her. I netted what looked like a small Neptis laeta, and kept it as a locality record. In 
fact, it was N. trigonophora! Bill had caught one as well, but they weren't identified until back 
at home. 

Saturday was another sunny morning, but with a strong southeaster promising rain. We 
struck camp, hooked up the boat and headed up the hill. Great joy – the silicone seal held. 
We were constantly in fear of that seal blowing, or another rock hitting the exhaust, and losing 
all our oil again. This didn't come to pass, but another, worse disaster befell us. Within sight of 
the Lusikisiki - Port St Johns road, the Microbus's clutch suddenly burned out, stranding us 
amongst several Xhosa huts. Well, we thought, now we find out about the hospitality of the 
Transkei. There we sat, feeling a bit vulnerable, with a busload of valuable gear. Ron and I 
were sent off to walk the 15 or so extremely hilly kilometres to Port St Johns. Bill and Nolan 
guarded the Microbus. Ron and I trudged on for a few kilometres, time was slipping past and 
not a single vehicle came by for us to even try to thumb a lift from! Eventually Ron started to 
get seriously exhausted and I was getting worried. Should I leave him behind (possibly to get 
robbed) and soldier on alone to town, or should we sit down and wait for a car to come? The 
dilemma was solved by a bakkie coming around the corner, with Bill in the passenger seat! 
Our saviour was a local storekeeper called Elijah, a real Samaritan who gave the three of us a 
lift all the way into town and then took me back to the Microbus to keep Nolan company. I had 
to force Elijah to accept R20 for his petrol and time. 
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Nolan and I sat and waited. lt rained. Bill was apparently sitting on John Costello's stoep 

in town, getting colder and colder as night came on, waiting for John who, for all Bill knew, 
might have gone to Durban for the weekend! Ron, with the help of Bill's friend Renee Sofianos 
(a resident artist) eventually found a garage run by a larger than life character called Kevin 
O'Reilly, the mayor of Port St Johns, who came out with his bakkie to tow us in. By the time 
Ron got back to the Microbus, it had rained and was getting dark. Eventually, despite the 
bakkie's brakes jamming and making us think we were all stranded again, we reached Port St 
Johns. I must say I was impressed with Nolan's skill in driving a towed Microbus, with a boat 
on the tow hitch in pitch darkness on a road that makes a roller coaster look like the N1 in the 
Karoo by comparison. Every minute there was the fear that one of the Transkei’s suicidally 
driven buses would appear on our side of the road and wipe us out. Kevin towed us to his 
garage and we climbed gratefully out. Not much later (now 2000hrs and very dark), Bill 
appeared with John Costello in his Land cruiser. 

Whatever would we have done without John? He and his charming wife Katherine opened 
their home to us, and we rented one of their comfortable holiday cottages at off-season rates. 
What a pleasure to have a long, soaking bath! We ended up sitting in the Costellos' lounge, 
yarning well into the evening with fishing stories etc. etc..! In the morning we were faced with 
a Sunday and enforced idleness. I for one couldn't really relax, because we didn't know how 
or when we were going to get home. We fished a little and Bill and I walked a short way up the 
gorge Iooking for butterflies. The species mix was not very different to that at Ntafufu, the 
ubiquitous Coliades forestan flying everywhere, but no Anthenes. A trap in John's garden 
produced the usual crowds of Charaxes brutus, with occasional other species such as 
cithaeron, varanes, candiope, and the occasional zoolina and pondoensis. Nolan found some 
larvae of Artitropa erynnis on Dracaena hookerana. In the evening Bill and I finally managed 
to contact our wives and let them know we were safe and well, but stranded! 

On the Monday, Kevin told us he would get a replacement clutch sent from Umtata, and 
we should be on the road again that evening. There was no point in hanging around waiting 
for the clutch, and the weather was again fantastic, so Bill and l set off to catch the ferry 
across the river to try to climb to the top of the headland. John had told us of a forest path he 
knew of. We were ferried across by two young lads in a rowing boat of unknown ancestry and 
we tried in vain to find John's path. Nothing daunted, we started to walk along the coast road. 
I hung a trapnet under a Milletia in hopes of finally getting a male C. pondoensis, and narrowly 
missed a dardanus f . trophonius. As we trudged along, a Land cruiser stopped next to us and 
to our surprise it contained lepidopterists unknown to us! Richard Knight and Guy Jenkins, of 
the University of Transkei zoology department, will probably be members by the time they 
read this. They kindly gave Bill and I a lift atop their vehicle to a stream Bill remembered as a 
good spot from his previous visit. In doing us this favour they helped us have the most 
successful day’s hunting of the trip so far. We climbed a hill that had forested sides and a mix 
of Acacia karoo and Tecomaria capensis (Cape Honeysuckle) at the top. N. argia was there, a 
perfect female. I also got my very first Mylothris trimenia, and watched in fascination a 
Charaxes brutus untypically feeding on flowers. We found Poecilmitis chrysaor, and Colotis 
erone, (a first for Bill). Whilst we explored the hilltop looking for more trimenia or, dare I say 
it, Aslauga purpurascens (no such luck! Bill found some small grey-brown Lepidochrysops.  
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They looked like variabilis to me so I took only one as a record. I wish now I'd looked for more, 
because on our return they turned out to be an undescribed subspecies of ketsi, only known 
hitherto from one other site. Bill took a full series, all very fresh. Ah well, there's always next 
year! 

On returning to the trapnet, we found that John's excellent bait had done its work. The 
trap was heaving with insects. Most were common Charaxes and wasps (l got a handful of 
painful stings, which had Bill rolling around in mirth!) but there were a couple of female C. 
pondoensis, and at long last a male! 

We took the ferry back to the cottage and hastened to the garage. The bad news was that 
VW were balking at replacing the clutch (with only 18000km on the clock!) and we would have 
to go into Umtata on Tuesday to state our case. With dark mutterings we agreed to meet 
Kevin at 7h00 the next morning. So much for VW advertising? Came Tuesday morning, bright 
and clear, and no sign of Kevin. We had breakfast and sauntered, nets in hand (you never 
know when you might see a bicolor!) to the garage. There was no sign of him there, either, but 
there was the garden of the Catholic Mission next door, aswarm with Acraea igola! I looked 
around the corner into an alley between the church and a shop, and what do I spy but a 
female Cymothoe coranus! I missed my first swing and she took off down the main street with 
me in hot pursuit. I didn’t realise until John told me later what a spectacle I had made of 
myself! Well, at least Port St. Johns was talking about me for days. I didn’t catch her either! 
Nolan and I both took Acraea cerasa in the same spot. 

All this activity was not, however, getting us any nearer home. It turned out that Kevin had 
gone to sort out a problem with the Vicar's car, and had then gone to the Cottage to find no 
sign of us! He set off to Umtata without us. Bill and I decided, what the heck, let’s go hunting 
again, we can’t do anything else! First we climbed Lighthouse hill to find what has to be the 
most idyllic situated farm in southern Africa, right on top of the hill with a panoramic view of 
the whole Port St. Johns area. We were shown around the hilltop by a charming old Pondo 
gentleman who was obviously very proud of his eyrie on top of the cliffs. Unfortunately, no 
new butterflies were seen, and no bicolor! 

When we got down, we went to the garage again to be told that Kevin was only expected 
to return late that evening, so we would just have to twiddle our thumbs until morning! Renee 
Sofianos, the charming artist who has a studio on John Costello’s property offered us the loan 
of her Nomad to ascend to the aerodrome, a reputed haunt of bicolor. Bill and l said, yes 
thanks! and off we went! We were too late in the afternoon to really get anything, but we did 
definitely see a bicolor. Ah well, we thought ,as we watched it disappear over the forest, at 
least we now have a confirmed sighting, All we got of any significance was a single Pardopsis 
punctatissima, caught by Bill. Back at the cottage, John and Katherine invited us round for 
drinks and snacks. Nolan and Ron had been fishing and Ron had caught the only, non tiddler 
sized fish of the trip, a Kabeljou about 40cm long. I was getting worried about my job, and 
asked my wife to organize a flight out of Umtata if the morning brought no news of the clutch. 
We found out later that, hurrah! Kevin had been successful and should have the Microbus 
moving again by Wednesday noon. In the morning, yet another beautiful day, Renee asked us 
if we'd all like to come up to the aerodrome for the morning to keep her company whilst she 
did some painting, and kill the morning while the Microbus was being fixed. We all said yes 
please, and all hoped that we might have one last crack at a bicolor! 

When we reached the top, Nolan and Bill went off in the direction of the trig beacon where  
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we had seen the bicolor on the previous day. I went in the opposite direction and by good 
fortune found one of the truly great butterfly spots. The path led through grassland dotted with 
Proteas, making me think it would be a good potential spot for spring lycaenids. Kedestes 
mohozoutza was flying everywhere in the grass. The cliff edge was dramatic, with the river 
1000 feet below and the rainforest looking like green moss from above. Eventually I reached 
the "prow" of the mountain, which points like a finger towards Port St Johns far below. The 
view was simply stunning. There was the top of the gully, ending in a shallow depression filled 
with the tops of forest trees. A big rock stuck out over the tops of the trees, on which I stood 
and could reach them with a net. There was the pinnacle, I could now see that its summit was 
inaccessible like the one near Graskop in the Eastern Transvaal. I set myself to lurk balefully 
on that rock until 12h00 when we had agreed to rendezvous at the car. 

Straight away I saw Charaxes pondoensis males dog fighting around the treetops, and 
managed to net one. C. brutus were performing spectacular courtship flights for my 
amusement, and many Papilio euphranor were visible in the canopy, but alas none came near 
my net. C. xiphares were also using the pinnacle as a trysting-place, and I saw (and missed, 
blast it) my first ever wild Myrina dermaptera male. And then... a black and orange missile 
came whizzing around the rock on which I stood, and my heart stopped. At last, Abantis 
bicolor, and only a meter away! After what seemed like an eternity of frozen muscles I willed 
myself to strike, and there he was in my net! Well as you can imagine I spent the rest of the 
morning in the same spot. Strangely, it was only when I went off the top to explore a flowering 
bush that another specimen appeared; he was waiting for me, perched on the exact same leaf 
that the first one had used. I saw no more. Never mind, I was walking on air! We met at the 
car and Bill came back to the gully with me (Nolan having started downhill already) in the 
hope that another bicolor had appeared. Sadly, no such luck. At least we now know where to 
find this handsome skipper, and what a lofty, beautiful home he has! As if to say, "OK you've 
got what your came for, now shove off home", the weather immediately started to deteriorate. 
We went to pick up the Microbus and clouds had covered the sky and it drizzled as we 
packed. There is nothing much left to say about the long drive home, the 04h00 arrival back 
home, or the roasting I got from my boss for going AWOL! lt was all worth it. The Transkei is a 
wonderful place, instead of the horror stories we had been led to expect we encountered 
nothing but friendliness and a willingness to help. When we were stuck at the side of the road, 
every passer-by asked us if we needed help. It's only fair to say that these were rural people, 
and we had no experience of large towns such as Umtata. If you are looking for somewhere to 
stay in the area and you don't want to rough it, write to John Costello at the address given 
below. He has two lovely self-contained cottages only a stone's throw from the beach and if 
you ask him, he'll let you hang traps in the garden. There are two cottages, both fully 
equipped. The bigger one sleeps a couple and up to three others, and costs R100 per day in 
season and R60 per day out of season. The smaller one sleeps a couple and possibly one 
other on a stretcher, and costs R75 per day in season and R50 per day out of season. These 
prices are correct at the time of going to print, but please check with John before you book. 

John Costello, P O Box 100 Port St Johns Transkei. Tel 04752 77 & 121 (manual 
exchange). 

Finally, but for Nolan and Bill giving up days to fix the Microbus, I would probably still be 
stuck in the Ntafufu forest. Thanks chaps! 
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SURVEY OF BUTTERFLIES, PORT ST JOHNS, APRIL 1991 
by Bill Steele 

 
P.O. Box 3245, Walkerville 1826 

 
List of Butterflies noted in the period 4 April 1991 to 10 April 1991 in the Port St Johns, Ntafufu 
area, Transkei, by N. Owen-Johnston, S. Woodhall, and W. Steele of the Lepidopterists’ 
Society of Southern Africa. Permit issued by Mr D. Bands, Transkei Department of Agriculture 
and Forestry. 
 Prepared for Mr D. Bands of the Transkei Department of Agriculture and Forestry, 
by W R Steele of the Lepidopterists’ Society of Southern Africa. 
  
Note:  the abundance column is rated from 1 to 3 being 

Less than ten sightings......  1 
Between ten and fifty sightings...  2 
More than fifty sightings .......  3 

 
SPECIES SEEN TAKEN RATING 
DANAIDAE 
 
Danaus chrysippus aegyptius * - 3   
Amauris echeria * - 2 

albimacuIata albimacuIata * - 2 
niavius dominicanus * - 1 

 
SATYRIDAE 
 
Melanitis leda helena * - 1 
Gnophodes betsimena diversa  5 1  
Bicyclus safitza safitza * - 3 
Paralethe dendrophiIus albino * - 1 
Coenyra aurantiaca  5 2 
Cassionympha cassius * - 3 
 
ACRAEIDAE 
 
Bematistes aganice aganice * - 3 
Acraea anemosa *  1 

boopis boopis * - 1 
cabira cabira * - 2 
cerasa cerasa  2 1 
encedon encedon * - 3 
eponina eponina *  3 
horta *  2 
igola *  3 
natalica *  3 

Pardopsis punctatissima *  1 
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CHARAXI NAE 
 
Charaxes varanes varanes *  3 

xiphares thyestes *  1  
brutus natalensis *  3 
candiope *  2 
cithaeron cithaeron *  3 
zoolina zoolina *  1 
pondoensis  5 2 

 
NYMPHALIDAE 
 
Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni  1 2 

coranus  *  1 
Pseudacraea eurytus imtitator  4 1 

Note: a single form pondoensis was noted at Ntafufu 
lucretia tarquinia  4 2 

Neptis saclava marpessa *  3 
trigonophora *  1 
laeta *  2 

Sallya natalensis *  3 
Byblia ilithyia *  3 
Eurytela hiarbas angustata *  3 

dryope angulata *  1 
Hypolimnas misippus misippus *  2 

dubius wahlbergi *  1 
Salamis parhassus aethiops *  1 
Catacroptera cloanthe *  2 
Precis archesia *  3 

ceryne *  3 
octavia sesamus *  3 

Junonia hierta cebrene *  3 
oenone *  3  
orithya madagascariensis *  3 

Cynthia cardui *  3 
Lachnoptera ayresi *  3 
Phalanta eurytis  1 1 
 
LYCAENIDAE 
 
Deudorix diocles  1 1 
Hypolycaena buxtoni  2 1 

philippus philippus *  2 
Iolaus silas silas *  2 

sidus  2 1 
Spindasis natalensis f.obscura  2 1 
Axiocerses tjoane *  2 
Poecilmitus chrysaor  2 2 

natalensis *  1 
Lepidochrysops ketsi subspecies  5 2 
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Anthene amarah amarah *  3 
butleri livida *  2 
definita *  3 
otacilia otacilia  5 2 
talboti  2 1 

Cacyreus virilis *  3 
Castalius melaena melaena  1 2 
Lampides boeticus *  3 
Syntarucus pirithous *  3 

(species to be determined)  5 
Euchrysops malathana malathana *  2 
Eicochrysops hippocrates  2 2 
Cupidopsis cissus cissus *  3 
Azanus jesous jesous *  3 

mirza  1 1 
Oraidium barberae *  2 
Freyeria trochylus *  2 
Zizeeria knysna *  3 
Zizina antanossa  5 3 
Zizula hylax *  3 
Actizera Iucida Iucida *  2 
 
PIERIDAE 
 
Pinacopteryx eriphia *  3 
Colias electo electo *  3 
Catopsilia florella *  3 
Eurema hecabe senagalensis *  2 

brigitta *  3 
Eronia cleodora *  2 

Ieda  3 3 
Nepheronia argia varia  2 1 

buquetii *  2 
Colotis erone  4 2 

euippe omphale *  2 
eris *  2 

Belenois zochalia *  1 
aurota *  3 
gidica *  3 
creona severina *  3 

Dixeia pigea *  3 
Appias epaphia orbona *  2 
Leptosia alcesta *  2 
Mylothris rueppelii haemus *  2 

agathina agathina *  3 
trimenia  1 1 
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PAPILIONIDAE 
 
Papilio dardanus cenea *  3 

euphranor *  1   
demodocus *  3 
nireus lyaeus *  3 
ophidicephalus phalusco *  1 

Graphium leonidas *  1 
policenes laurentia *  1 

 
HESPERIIDAE 
 
Coeliades forestan *  3 

keithloa keithloa *  2 
Celaenorrhnius mokeezi mokeezi *  2 
Tagiades flesus *  3 
Eagris nottoana nottoana  1 2 
Sarangesa motozi *  1 
Netrobalane canopus *  1 
Abantis bicolor  2 1 
Spialia spio *  2 
Metisella metis metis *  3 
Kedestes mohozutza *  2 

macomo *  2 
Artitropa erinnys erinnys *  1 
Borbo fatuellus *  3 

fallax *  2 
Gegenes niso niso *  3 
 
Lepidochrysops ketsi subspecies is the same as that at Margate. Its discovery during this 
survey by W. Steele at Poenscap near Port St Johns is thus of some significance. The 
butterfly was found sparsely over an area of approximately one kilometre square flying in the 
clearings amongst Acacia woodland on a steep hillside. It was flying low over dense grasses. 
All specimens were freshly emerged. The site was approximately 600 meters from the sea, 
and adjacent to the road. 

We take the opportunity to thank the Transkei Department of Agriculture and Forestry for 
their help, and for issuing of the permit for this survey. Additionally, we thank Mr John Costello 
of Port St Johns for his considerable help both with accommodation and his extensive 
knowledge of the area. 

 
 

Stygionympha dicksoni (Riley) male underside 
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‘BUG ADDICTS ANONYMOUS' 
 

By Alan Heath 
 

209 Ringwood Drive, Pinelands 7405 
 
An account of the first meeting of 'bug addicts anonymous' in the Western Cape was held on 
the 17th June 1991: 
 
Those in attendance were: Andre Claassens, Jonathan Ball, Charlie Wykeham, Tony 
Brinkman, Mike Schlosz, John White and Alan Heath. 
 
The meeting was hosted at Alan Heath's house and was essentially social in character, with 
an element of 'cheese and wine' to loosen the tongue. Everyone appeared to get on with 
everyone else and it was agreed that we meet every 3 months. 

There were several topics listed in the invitation; these served as an informal agenda and 
the meeting proceeded very roughly along those lines. 

The idea of taking part on the Dr Hamish Robertson (SAM) "Fynbos Study" was generally 
agreed to, although the degree of commitment expected of us was not yet clear. We all felt 
that whatever the involvement, it would remain subordinate to our main interests; the central 
theme among us being butterflies. Alan will phone Hamish on the matter; Jonathan will also 
write to Hamish to confirm that we were interested. 

Jonathan distributed a list of new taxa which will be included in the revised version of 
Pennington; the publication is hoped for by the end of this year. John White handed out a 
useful bundle of Dickson papers which had been gathering dust with the "old master". 

We then took it in turns to explain where our focus of attention lay. 
 

Charlie Wykeham pointed out that he hoped to return to 'active' collecting (butterflies and 
cicadas); it was pointed out that he is renowned for exploring out-of-the-way-places, 
particularly in the Cape mountains, being also a member of the Mountain Club. 
 
Tony Brinkman has broad interests, including butterflies and moths, but is particularly 
interested in breeding, especially Satyrids. Tony and Jonathan will be working in conjunction 
with each other on Torynesis. 
 
Jonathan Ball has been involved with the new Pennington book and is currently describing a 
new taxon close to Thestor dicksoni Riley. He is also editing part of a BM(NH) publication on 
the Lycaenidae of Africa. Jonathan's interests include Cicadas, Cetoniid beetles, day flying 
moths and Neuroptera as well as butterflies. He is also building a database of butterfly 
foodplants and butterfly distributions. 
 
Andre Claassens has completed his book on garden butterflies but has had problems with 
publishers letting him down. He stated that he was searching for another publisher. 
 
Mike Schlosz has recently had published, his fine work on the Tylopaedia sardonyx peringueyi 
(Dickson) life history. He is also in the process of doing the same thing for T. sardonyx  
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sardonyx (Trimen) which (we understand) uses a different foodplant. Mike (previously an 
active ornithologist) enjoys butterfly collecting but says that he likes to employ his 
considerable artistic talent whenever he gets the opportunity. 
 
John White is new to the bug scene but not unknown to the aurelians in the Cape. He is 
retired and still young and active, John is learning fast and is already digging up new stuff! 
 
Alan Heath (previously having collected extensively in Zambia) is specialising in Poecilmitis, 
breeding them and photographing each instar, determining the foodplants and ant 
associations. This is also being done for comparative purposes in order to revise the whole 
genus. He stated that he had photographed the early stages of about half of the (sixty or so) 
known Poecilmitis taxa. 

Alan also discussed his experiences and the progress to date on the life history of the 
endangered Oxychaeta dicksoni (Gabriel) and its vulnerability. He is currently doing a paper 
describing two new Poecilmitis species and a new Thestor close to T. montanus pictus van 
Son. Alan also does genitalia dissections, diagnosis and macrophotography etc. for other 
members of this group of lepidopterists. 
 
The idea of exchanging locality information etc. was discussed but it was not viewed with 
much enthusiasm; it seems that we are still rather cautious in this matter. It is hoped that we 
(as a group) can build up some trust between ourselves; perhaps further meetings and 
interchanges will engender some trust. 

Mike produced a sample of polyethylene, which can be used in place of cork for lining 
boxes, drawers, etc. Mike has had some success with the stuff and recommends 10 mm 
thickness with a self-adhesive backing. it is obtained from Sondor Industries in Ndabeni – tel: 
(021) 531 7860. 

The meeting was quite a success and seemed to end too soon – with a quick look-see 
into Alan's small study and to view a small sample of butterflies collected from "up-North in 
Zambia". 
Here’s to the next gathering (in September?). 

 
Thestor pringlei male 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE SQUEAKING PUPAE OF MYRMECOPHILOUS 
LYCAENIDAE 

 
By A .J.M. Claassens 

 
203 High Level Road, Sea Point 8001 

 
The notes by Mike Schlosz (1990, 1991) on sound produced by pupae of various species of 
Poecilmitis (Lycaenidae) are most intriguing and deserve the attention of everyone engaged 
on rearing ant-associated lycaenids. Regrettably I never heard the sounds of lycaenid pupae 
myself because for my aging ears to register such feeble sounds would require the pupae to 
make themselves heard by singing into a megaphone or loud-speaker. However I did make 
relevant observations on the interesting phenomenon, while rearing Lepidochrysops species 
in a formicarium with their host ant Camponotus maculatus (Fabricius) and their own brood. I 
referred to my observations briefly in Claassens (1976: 283-284), where l wrote: "Before 
emergence of the imagines the host ants showed increased interest in the pupae (of L. trimeni 
and L. methymna methymna). They were seen to suddenly turn to such pupae as if they had 
received some cue". In the same article the ant behaviour towards the emerging lycaenids is 
compared with the ants’ response to emerging imagines of the ants from their cocoons. The 
latter observations were first described by Skaife (1961) and confirmed by myself after many 
hours of observation. 

Sound production in pupae of myrmecophilous lycaenids has drawn the attention of other 
researchers. I quote from C.B. Cottrell (1984:38): "Downey (1966), in reviewing current 
knowledge of sound production by lycaenid pupae, suggested that sounds might either 
function as a defensive mechanism or as an auditory signal for associated ants. Downey & 
Allyn (1978) felt, however, that the random nature of the noise produced may weaken those 
explanations of function based on communication signals with ants." Cottrell (loc. cit.) did not 
consider the implications of the behaviour any further. 

At present one can only guess at what the purpose of the calls by lycaenid pupae is. 
However, since, as far as butterflies are concerned, sound production up till now has been 
recorded only in pupae of myrmecophilous lycaenids, it would seem reasonable to suspect 
that the sound, or at least the vibration which causes the sound, is used as a means of 
communication between the pupae and host ants. The sound may be aimed at appeasing the 
ants, when they come in contact with them. By emitting an acoustic signal familiar to the host 
ants a pupa may simulate to belong to the ants' colony. The sound may also be used to 
attract the ants, ensuring their company and therefore deriving a measure of protection either 
against the ants themselves, or by the ants against predators and parasites. 

When observing the ants' response to the sound of pupae it is important to watch the 
behaviour of the ants. It is possible that the production of sound is accompanied by an ant-
associated epidermal secretion which would strengthen the relationship and enhance its 
protective function. The ants will tell. 

The observations by Mike Schlosz have instilled a renewed interest in the mysterious calls 
of lycaenid pupae and will contribute to their eventual resolution. 
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Lepidochrysops methymna (Trimen), male underside and pupa 
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OBITUARY 
 

- CHARLES GORDON CAMPBELL DICKSON – 
 

Charles Dickson was born on the 9th December 1907 at Gardens in Cape Town and died in 
that city on the 30th August 1991 at the age of 83 years. Charles became interested in 
butterflies at an early age, at least partly through his family's friendship with the great Roland 
Trimen.  In the early days he was also influenced by Dr Hesse and Dr Skaife. His early 
interest was coupled with moths which he subsequently collected for the Transvaal Museum. 

Butterflies, however, have always been closest to his heart and he became the foremost 
authority on the butterflies of the Cape. He met Gowan C. Clark in the 1930's and for more 
than a quarter of a century they collaborated closely until Clark's death. Charles collected life-
history material for Clark who was South Africa's foremost butterfly illustrator. 

Apart from butterflies, Charles' other great passion was vintage motor cars, of old British 
and Continental marquees and steam locomotives. He was also a fierce defendant for the 
retention of the early Cape place names. 

Charles was small in stature, but was big in heart and in his achievements in the butterfly 
world. He has identified and discovered many new species, nine of which are named after 
him. He has published extensively on South African butterflies and was the acknowledged 
authority of his time. He was awarded an M.Sc.'honoris causa' from the University of Cape 
Town for his work on butterflies. He was also an excellent artist and many fine drawings of the 
early stages of particularly the Lycaenidae flowed from his pen and brush. During his life time 
he described 60 species and 34 subspecies. A further 5 species, 2 subspecies and one form 
will be described in Pennington's Butterflies of Southern Africa which will be published in 
1992. In all he described 102 new taxa. All told he produced 90 publications on Lepidoptera 
including being author and co-author of five books. Probably the last paper written by Charles 
was received by us in July 1991 and is published in this issue. 

Charles was a wonderful correspondent with numerous local and international 
lepidopterists. He corresponded with my father, Bill Henning for nearly 30 years, often 
exchanging letters with him every week. Unfortunately eye problems late in life curtailed his 
prolific output of letters. 

Charles was a familiar figure in Cape Town, driving his vintage Riley. In fact my first view 
of Charles Dickson was behind the wheel of the Riley when he came to pick me up outside 
the University of Cape Town in the nineteen seventies. He was a particularly kind and 
generous person and his many kindnesses to my father, brother and myself will never be 
forgotten. His encouragement started me off on my writing career and he proofread all my 
early attempts. I will always remember him with affection as my mentor and friend. 
 
LIST OF BUTTERFLIES NAMED AFTER CHARLES DICKSON 

Aloeides dicksoni  Cacyreus dicksoni 
Lepidochrysops methymna dicksoni Oxychaeta dicksoni 
Poecilmitis dicksoni Stygionympha dicksoni 
Tarsocera dicksoni Thestor dicksoni 
Tsitana dicksoni  

 
  



September 1991 METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 2, No. 3  
__________________________________________________________________  

22 

LIST OF SPECIES AND SUBSPECIES DESCRIBED BY CHARLES DICKSON 
Torynesis hawequas (1973) 
Torynesis mintha piquetbergensis (1967) 
Torynesis pringlei (1979) 
Pseudonympha camdeboo (1981) 
Pseudonympha southeyi kamiesbergensis 
(1967) 
Pseudonympha southeyi wykehami (1967) 
Pseudonympha trimenii nieuwveldensis (1966) 
Pseudonympha trimenii ruthae (1966) 
Tarsocera southyae (1969) 
Thestor basutus capeneri (1972) 
Thestor kaplani (1971) 
Thestor pringlei (1976) 
Thestor rossouwi (1971) 
Stugeta bowkeri henningi (1980) 
Stugeta bowkeri tearei (1980) 
Myrina silenus penningtoni (1971) 
lolaus (Epamera) mimosae pamelae (1976) 
Gonatomyrina henningi (1976) 
Crudaria wykehami (1983) 
Trimenia argyroplaga (1967) 
Trimenia macmasteri macmasteri (1968) 
Trimenia macmasteri mijiburghi (1980) 
Trimenia wykehami (1969) 
Argyrocupha malagrida cedrusmontana (1975) 
Argyrocupha malagrida maryae (1980) 
Argyrocupha malagrida paarlensis (1967) 
Tylopaedia sardonyx peringueyi (1969) 
Phasis braueri (1968) 
Phasis thero cedarbergae (1974) 
PoeciImitis atlantica (1966) 
Poecilmitis balli (1980) 
PoeciImitis bamptoni (1976) 
PoeciImitis beaufortia beaufortia (1966) 
Poecilmitis beaufortia charlesi (1970) 
Poecilmitis brooksi tearei (1966) 
Poecilmitis daphne (1975) 
Poecilmitis felthami dukei (1967) 
Poecilmitis hyperion (1975) 
Poecilmitis lysander hantamsbergae (1978) 
Poecilmitis nigricans zwartbergae (1982) 
Poecilmitis palmus margueritae (1982) 
Poecilmitis pyroeis hersaleki (1970) 
Poecilmitis rileyi (1966) 
PoeciImitis stepheni (1978) 
PoeciImitis swanepoeIi (1965) 
PoeciImitis turneri amatoIa (1967) 
PoeciImitis violescens (1971) 
PoeciImitis wykehami (1980) 
 

Chrysoritis cottreIIi (1975) 
Aloeides apicalis (1968) 
Aloeides arida (1968) 
Aloeides bamptoni (1977) 
Aloeides braueri (1968) 
Aloeides carolynnae (1983) 
Aloeides clarki (1968) 
Aloeides damarensis mashona (1973) 
Aloeides depicta (1968) 
Aloeides dryas (1968) 
Aloeides gowani (1968) 
Aloeides henningi (1968) 
Aloeides juana (1968) 
Aloeides kaplani (1977) 
Aloeides margaretae (1968) 
Aloeides macmasteri (1973 ) 
Aloeides molomo coalescens (1973) 
Aloeides molomo krooni (1973) 
Aloeides natalensis (1968) 
Aloeides nollothi (1977) 
Aloeides oreas (1968) 
Aloeides pallida grandis (1968) 
Aloeides pallida littoralis (1968) 
Aloeides penningtoni (1968) 
Aloeides plowesi (1973) 
Aloeides pringlei (1976) 
Aloeides quickelbergae (1968) 
Aloeides rileyi (1976) 
Aloeides stevensoni (1973) 
Aloeides susanae (1973) 
Aloeides swanepoeIi (1973) 
Aloeides trimeni southeyae (1973) 
Aloeides trimeni trimeni (1973) 
Aloeides vansoni (1968) 
Aloeides caledoni (1973) 
Aloeides lutescens (1965) 
Lepidochrysops balli (1985) 
Lepidochrysops braueri (1966) 
Lepidochrysops jamesi claassensi (1982) 
Lepidochrysopos oreas junae (1974) 
Lepidochrysops penningtoni (1969) 
Lepidochrysops pringlei (1982) 
Lepidochrysops southeyi (1967) 
Lepidochrysops titei (1976) 
Zintha hintza krooni (1973) 
Lycaena clarki (1971) 
Tsitana tulbagha kaplani (1976) 
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LIST OF CHARLES DICKSON PUBLICATIONS 

DICKSON, C.G.C., 1940. Notes on the Early Stages of Phasis felthami Trim., a Lycaenid 
Butterfly from the Cape Peninsula, and a list of some recently determined food-plants of some 
other South African Butterflies. Ann. S. Afr. Mus.32: 545-554. 
____ 1943.The life-history of Phasis chrysaor (T rim.) (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). J . ent. 

Soc. sth. Afr. 6:37-47. 
____ 1944. The life-history of Cupido thespis L. (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). J. ent. Soc. 

sth. Afr. 7:20-29. 
____ 1944. Recently observed food-plants of some Cape Lepidopterous larvae. J. ent. 

Soc. sth. Afr.7:96-99. 
____ 1945. Recently observed food-plants of some Cape Lepidopterous larvae (2nd 

series). J. ent. Soc. sth. Afr. 8:150-153. 
____ 1945. The life history of Phasis palmus Cram. (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). J. 

ent.Soc.sth. Afr. 8: 99-110. 
____ 1947. The life history of Phasis thysbe L . var. nigricans Aur. (Lepidoptera: 

Lycaenidae). J. ent. Soc. sth. Afr. 9:178-192. 
____ 1947. Pairing of Dira clytus L. with D. mintha Geyer (Lep.: Satyridae). J. ent. Soc. 

sth. Afr. 9: 126. 
____ 1947. Recently observed food-plants of some Cape Lepidopterous larvae (3rd 

series). J. ent.Soc. sth. Afr. 9:127-130. 
____ 1948. The life history of Phasis pyroeis Trim. (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). J. ent. 

Soc. sth. Afr. 11: 50- 62. 
____ 1949. The life history of Charaxes pelias pelias Cram. (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae).  

J. ent. Soc. sth. Afr.12: 109- 117. 
CLARK, C .C. & DICKSON, C.G.C., 1952. Some South African Butterflies. Longmans Green 

& Co., Cape Town. 
DICKSON, C.G.C. ,1952. The life-history of Phasis zeuxo zeuxo. (Lepidoptera:Lycaenidae). 

Trans. R. Soc. S. Afr.32: 447- 456. 
____ 1953 Recently observed food-plants of some Cape Lepidopterous larvae (4th 

series). J. ent. Soc. sth. Afr .16: 73-76. 
____ 1954 Note on ovipositing of Thestor basutus. (Wllg.) J. ent. Soc. sth. Afr .17: 140 
CLARK, C .C. & DICKSON, C.G.C., 1956. The Honey Gland and Tubercles of Larvae of the 

Lycaenidae. Lepid. News. 10: 37-40. 
____ 1956. Proposed classification of South African Lycaenidae from the early stages. J. 

ent.Soc. sth.Afr. 19: 195-215. 
____ 1957. The life-history of Lepidochrysops patricia (Trim.)(Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae) . 

J. ent .Soc. sth. Afr. 20:114-116. 
____ 1957. The life-history of Precis octavia (Cram.)(Lepidoptera :Nymphalidae). J.  ent . 

Soc. sth. Afr. 20: 257-259. 
____ 1957. On the life history of Leptomyrina lara (L.) and the reclassification of the Na 

tal form, gorgias (Stoll) (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). J. ent. Soc. sth.  
  Afr. 20: 333- 334. 
____ 1957. On the Association of Lepidochrysops trimeni (B.Bak)with ants, with 

reference to the pupa (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). J. ent. Soc. sth.  
  Afr. 20:463-464. 
DICKSON, C.G.C. & SCHOFIELD, T.W., 1958.Observations on the migration of Belenois 

aurota (F.) (Lepidoptera: Pieridae). J. ent. Soc. sth. Afr. 21: 427.428. 
DICKSON, C.G.C., 1959. Notes on the early stages of Poecilmitis brooksi Riley (Lepidoptera: 

Lycaenidae.) J. ent. Soc. sth. Afr. 22: 312-315. 
 

CLARK, G.C. & DICKSON, C.G.C.,1960. The life-histories of two species of Thestor 
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(Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae).J. ent.Soc. sth.Afr. 23:278-281. 
DICKSON, C.G.C. 1962. Alternative food-plants of Charaxes pelias (Cram.)( Lepidoptera: 

Nymphalidae) J. ent. Soc. sth. Afr. 25:332. 
CLARK, C.A., DICKSON, C.G.C. & SHEPPARD, P.M., 1963. Larval Colour pattern in Papilio 

demodocus. Evolution, Lawrence, Kansas, 17:130-137. 
CLARK, G.C. & DICKSON, C.G.C.1964. The life-history of Libythea labdaca laius Trimen 

(Lepidoptera: Libytheidae). J. ent. Soc .sth. Afr. 26: 290-292. 
DICKSON, C.G.C.1964.Obituary- Gowan G.C. Clark. Entomologist's Rec J. Var.76: 173-174. 
CLARK, G.C. & DICKSON, C.G.C., The life-histories of two species of South African Eurema. 

J. Res. Lepid. 4: 252-257. 
DICKSON, C.G.C. 1965. A note on Lachnocnema bibulus (Fab.) (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). 

Entomologist's Rec J. Var. 77: 112. 
____ 1965. A new species of Poecilmitis Butler (Lepidoptera:Lycaenidae) from the 

Western Cape Province. J. ent. Soc .sth. Afr. 27: 160-162. 
____ 1965. Recently observed food-plants of some South African Lepidopterous larvae. 

J. ent.Soc. sth. Afr. 28: 11-20. 
____         1965. The life history of Xanthopan morganii (Wlk.) (Lepidoptera: Sphingidae). 

J.ent. Soc. sth. Afr. 28: 230- 232. 
____ 1965. Observations on some Natal Bufterflies. Durban Mus. Novit. 8: 19-23. 
____ 1966. A new subspecies of Pseudonympha trimenii Butler (Lepidoptera: Satyridae) 

from the Eastern Cape Province. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 78: 85-87. 
____ 1966. A new species of Poecilmitis Butler (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae) from the Great 

Karroo. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 78: 109-110. 
____ 1966. A Cape Coastal Poecilmitis Butler (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae) previously un 

known. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 78: 181-182. 
____ 1966. A new species of Lepidochrysops Hedicke (Lepidoptera:Lycaenidae) from the 

Western Cape Province. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var 78: 189-192. 
____ 1966. Revisional Notes on the Cape Lycaenid Poecilmitis brooksi Riley, with the 

description of a recently-recognised race of this species. Entomologist's 
Rec. J. Var. 78: 217-219. 

____ 1966. A recently-discovered Poecilmitis Butler (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae) from the 
Western Cape. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 78: 241-243. 

____ 1966. A new subspecies of Pseudonympha trimenii Butler (Lepidoptera: Satyridae) 
from the Great Karroo. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 78:273-275. 

CLARK, G.C. & DICKSON, C.G.C., 1967. The Life-histories of South African Colotis erone, C. 
ione, C. vesta and Leptosia alcesta. J. Res. Lepid. 6: 31-42. 

DICKSON, C.G.C., 1967.A new subspecies of the Cape Lycaenid Poecilmitis felthami Trimen) 
(Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 79: 65-66. 

___ 1967. Two new subspecies of Pseudonympha southeyi (Pennington) from the 
Western Cape Province. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 79: 93-97. 

____ 1967. Observations on the Cape Lycaenid Phasis malagrida (Wallengren), with the 
description of a new race. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 79: 123-125. 

____ 1967. Notes on the Cape Satyrid butterfly Torynesis mintha (Geyer) with a descrip 
tion of a new race. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 79: 160-162. 

____ 1967. Some Observation on Poecilmitis turneri Riley (Lepidopteral: Lycaenidae). 
Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 79: 209-211. 

____ 1967. Some Comments on the Phasis wallengrenii (Trimen) group (Lepidoptera: 
Lycaenidae) with a description of a new species. Entomologist's Rec. J. 
Var 79: 267-270 
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____ 1970. A new race of Poecilmitis pyroeis Trimen (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae) From the 
Eastern Cape Province. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 82: 157-159. 

CLARK, G.C. & DICKSON, C.G.C., 1971. Life histories of the South African Lycaenid 
Butterflies. Purnell & Sons, Cape Town. 

DICKSON, C.G.C. 1971. A further new member of the Poecilmitis thysbe (L) group 
(Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae) from the Roggeveldt Mountains. 
Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 83: 1-2. 

____ 1971 A further new species of Thestor Hubner (Lepidoptera:Lycaenidae) from the 
Western Cape. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 81: 155- 159 

DICKSON, C.G.C. & STEPHEN, R.D., 1971. A New Western Cape Species of Thestor 
Hubner (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 83: 131-
135. 

____ 1971. A New Race of Myrina silenus (F.) (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae) from the North 
Western Cape. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 83: 255-259. 

DICKSON, C.G.C., 1972. What Butterfly is That? Purnell & Sons, Cape Town. 
____ 1972. Observations on and a description of a race of Thestor basutus (Wallengren) 

(Lepidoptera:Lycaenidae). Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 84: 253-256. 
____ 1973. A new race of Castalius hintza (Trimen) (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae) 

Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 85: 137-139. 
____ 1973. A new species of Torynesis Butler (Lepidoptera: Satyridae) with observations 

on some related taxa. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 85: 284288 
TITE, G.E. & DICKSON, C.G.C., 1973. The genus Aloeides and allied genera (Lepidoptera: 

Lycaenidae). Bull. Br. Mus. nat. Hist. (Ent.) 29: 225-280. 
CLAASSENS, A.J.M. & DICKSON, C.G.C., 1974. The early stages of Aloeides thyra (L.) (Lep. 

Lycaenidae) with notes on Ant Association, Distribution and General 
Ecology of the species. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 86: 253-258. 

DICKSON, C.G.C., 1974. A new taxon of the Lepidochrysops ortygia (Trimen) group 



September 1991 METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 2, No. 3  
__________________________________________________________________  

26 

(Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae) from the South Western Cape. Entomologist's 
Rec.J.Var. 86 : 65-68. 
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DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PENULTIMATE AND FINAL INSTAR LARVAE OF 
DURBANIA SAGA TRIMEN, 1883 (LEPIDOPTERA. LYCAENIDAE 

 
By C.G.C. Dickson † 

 
Blencathra, Cambridge Avenue, St. Michaels Estate, Cape Town 8001 

 
The discovery of the last two instars of Durbania saga Trimen by Dr AJ.M. Claassens in 
September 1987 was recorded in Metamorphosis No. 22, 1988, under "Notes on the early 
stages of Durbania saga Trimen". The following descriptions were based on these larvae. 
 
Larva (penultimate instar) 
 

The larva attains a length of about 14 mm. The body is flattened ventrally and is of a light 
brownish-grey colour, and bears some small dark blotches on the upper surface. 

The head is, in general, rather light brown, partly speckled with black with the lower 
portion of the clypeus and the labrum decidedly darker, while the ocelli are black. The mouth-
parts, including the mandibles, are well extended when the larva is feeding and give the 
impression of their being specially adapted in this regard to the lichen-feeding habits of the 
larva. There are sparsely-distributed, very fine, light setae on the head. 

The rather small neck-shield is elongated and is dark brown, with a somewhat shiny 
surface, and has a light division medio-dorsally. The anal-shield (or what appears to be one) 
is of a roughly rounded shape and is smaller than the neck-shield but also of dark coloration 
and rather shiny. 

The light-brown thoracic legs are claw-like; and the prolegs themselves are well 
developed. 

The larva possesses neither honey-gland nor tubercles. 
The setae are a very striking feature of the larva of D. saga and, as the late Gowan Clark 

used to remark in any analogous case, such as that of D. amakosa amakosa Trimen, they 
obviously act as most effective "shadow-breakers". 

There are dense fascicles of slender setae of various lengths, the many Ionger ones of 
very considerable length; and these are arranged in two well separated dorsal rows and in a 
lateral series on each side of the larva which extends to each extremity of its body. The 
groups of setae arise from low, and small rounded protuberances, and there are much shorter 
and finer setae at the bases of the main ones. In addition to those already mentioned, there 
are also very many even more slender, and principally long, white setae, largely at a slightly 
lower level, laterally, than the other lateral row and, more regular series. A number of setae 
which are longer than any of the others (but in combination with less lengthy ones) arise from 
or close to the anal end of the larva. 

The above-mentioned setae (other than the distinctive white ones) are somewhat dark, 
rather rufous-brown to yellowish grey, or partly so to the eye, in accordance with the light 
under which the larva is viewed; but with the darker ones by far predominating and giving a 
general impression of the rufous-brown tone referred to. The bases of the setae are of rather 
conical form and the setae themselves are very finely, and generally but sparsely, barbed. 

The larva spins a slight web on the rock-surface before settling down to moult  
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into the next instar, this being away from the part bearing the lichen. 
 
Larva (final (probably fifth) instar) 

The larva in this instar does not differ greatly from its form and features in general, in the 
previous instar and, to save repetition, such as reference to the neck-shield and anal-shield, 
not all its characters will be noted hereunder. 

The larva attains a maximum length of about 20 mm. The colouring of the body does not 
differ much from that in the previous instar, though giving an over-all lighter impression. 

The head is light-grey as regards the upper two-thirds of the lobes and light straw-
coloured on the lower third, and with the former portion covered with greyish-black blotches of 
various sizes, irregularly disposed. The surface of the head is somewhat shiny. The clypeus 
as a whole is straw-coloured, but with some darkened areas, while the labrum itself is of a 
darker tone. There is a light, ivory-coloured division between the lobes, superiorly, and then 
between each lobe and the clypeus, where it is superiorly wider and more prominent. The 
ocelli are black, or nearly so. There appears to be little if any noticeable increase in the 
number of very fine, light setae, in the final instar; but these setae are proportionately longer 
on the whole than in the penultimate instar. 

The setae, with respect to the main dorsal and lateral ones, as distinct from the very fine 
and numerous white ones, are generally of a lighter tone with very little if any of the rufous tint 
apparent, as mentioned for the previous instar. There does not seem to be much increase in 
the length of the setae, the longest ones at the anal end of the larva, in fact, being shorter 
apparently than the corresponding ones in the earlier instar. The main dorsal setae arise from 
well-defined protuberances of a rufous-brown colour; and the similar lateral setae from less 
well-defined and smaller protuberances. 

 
 
 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 
 

By Charles Wykeham 
 

11 Muir Close, Rondebosch, Cape 7700 
 

My uncle Charles Dickson has asked me to provide a few anecdotes relating some of the 
characters who have formed the history of South African butterfly collectors. Coming as 
collectors do, from a wide variety of backgrounds, the combination of these characters, on 
collecting trips often leads to amusing incidents. Well, shall we say amusing, sometimes, to 
others, and perhaps the participants long after the event. 

Colonel Hugh Bridges was a lesser known collector but by no means lesser in character. 
The Colonel, a professional soldier, served his country, Britain, in India. He was highly 
decorated. Although it was suspected by some collectors that he was a pen-pushing officer 
his obituary made it clear that he was in fact a hard-fighting rough and tumble type of military 
man and not one to be meddled with by fools. The Colonel came to South Africa ostensibly to 
catch butterflies but it was rumoured that he was in fact a military spy. Well Hugh Bridges 
lived by a strict code of discipline. He never wore pyjamas, (simply slept in his safari jacket)  
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and polished off a bottle of Scotch a day. I know that these facts are correct because he 
stayed with my family and he shared my bedroom. My dad eventually asked him to leave it 
after he had demolished our whiskey stocks. My dad, too, was a character who always 
maintained that the best thing that could happen to a species was that it never be discovered! 
However, we are discussing Bridges here. 

The Colonel dressed in military attire, and spoke with a deep raspy voice. He never 
wasted words. He owned a 1951 Austin A40 but due to shell-shocking in the Khyber Pass he 
could not drive it through high passes. This made the routes to various butterfly spots 
somewhat longer. I sometimes accompanied him to Umhlanga Rocks. In those days there 
was no coastal road. To collect there you had to take the inland road and drive along cane 
roads to reach the coastal bush. We used to walk along the bush tracks for miles before 
eventually coming out at Umhlanga Rocks. The Colonel was a fairly stout man so he never 
really covered much ground. His favourite technique was to catch various specimens and pin 
them alive to a log to flutter in the sun. He then waited in the cool shade for other specimens 
to dart down to pay their last respects. This worked well with Colotis, Papilios and some 
nymphalids. You could always tell where the Colonel had been collecting by the carcasses of 
the worn specimens he had discarded. 

One fine spring day in about 1958 the Colonel and I decided to collect at Umhloti Rocks. 
There was a marshy area there that was very good for grass skippers. As most collectors 
have found out its better when collecting together to collect apart. This Irish logic guarantees 
that you stay friends. Well on that day the Irish logic was not applied and as it occurred we 
both spotted a most beautiful specimen of Danaus chrysippus f. alcippus flipping and floating 
nonchalantly in the wind across our path. "Mine" we both shouted in chorus and charged 
towards the specimen which quickly altered course across a really nasty piece of marshy bog. 
I was faster than the Colonel but he was heavier and better able to bulldoze his way through 
the reeds. I took a route around the bog while he tried to head the specimen off with a direct 
assault. Well to my horror I saw the Colonel closing fast on the Danaus and as he swung his 
over-size net above the specimen he slipped and crashed into the bog. The Danaus 
chrysippus decided to beat it in the direction of some tangled Lantana but, unfortunately for it, 
this was right across my path. I took pleasure as I nipped the life out of the beautiful specimen 
and placed it in a paper packet. "Thank you Charles, I will have that now' said a burly voice 
behind me. It would be unethical to relate what happened after that, suffice to say that it was a 
long while before I was invited on another trip with the Colonel. 

In the next instalment of this series I will relate what happened when Ken Pennington 
invited Colonel Bridges to his Mkuzi Camp and how it was that their friendship was severely 
tested by the events that took place in that mosquito-ridden subtropical paradise. 

 

 
 
 

Poecilmitis adonis final instar larva. Lateral view. 
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LABELLING INSECT SPECIMENS 
SOME DOS AND DONT'S 

 
by Rolf Oberprieler 

 
National Collection of Insects, Plant Protection Res. Inst., Private Bag X134, Pretoria 0001 

 
The other day, at Anglo American's prestigious promotion of Kyalami Business Park, our 
Society found a worthy place among the illustrious private collections of vintage and exotic 
cars, antique watches, 16th century swords, rare stamps and coins, mature brandies and 
other items of high aesthetic value. And the collections of butterflies exhibited were indeed 
spectacular and beautiful, quite on a par with the other highly esteemed (and mostly highly 
priced) articles. 

What set our collections apart from all the others, however, was the fact that our objects 
of beauty were not man-made but products of nature, and it was indeed befitting that none of 
them carried any such extravagant price tags. Appropriately also, the theme of the entire 
exhibition of butterflies was one of the places that butterflies have in nature, of how they 
develop, how they interact with plants, ants and predators, and how they are threatened in 
their survival by man's destruction of their habitats, and of the need for their conservation. 

Even though I am not a collector of butterflies myself, I immediately realized that there 
were a great many valuable specimens on display: uncommon species, rare colour forms and 
intermediates, and important locality records. It was when I bent down and peeped 
underneath the specimens at their labels, however, that it became clear that these labels were 
generally not in the same league as the butterflies above - some were hardly legible, some 
fading, others ambiguous, most incomplete in their data. It was very obvious that these labels 
were, in general, not adequate from either an aesthetic point of view nor, and much less so, 
from a scientific one. Since I know that nearly all butterfly collectors are very meticulous 
persons, I ascribe this lack of proper labelling to general ignorance about the value and 
preparation of specimen labels, and I therefore hope that the following points and tips will help 
to make labels on butterflies both scientifically correct and aesthetically pleasing and worthy of 
the specimens themselves. 

As a systematist who has to deal with insect labels (and often bad ones, too!) in 
taxonomic research virtually daily, I am foremost concerned with the scientific aspect of such 
labels, less with the aesthetic one, but the latter is, of course, very easily added. Quite apart 
from the label requirements of the practicing systematist, however, it is for me a matter of 
principle that a living animal such as a butterfly should not be killed simply to adorn a 
collection, but that its capture should provide a maximum amount of information on nature and 
its organisms, which we can then use to understand nature and to ensure the survival of this 
and other animals. Only by recording the maximum amount of scientific information with a 
killed specimen can we fully justify its killing! And as a collected specimen without a proper 
label is of no scientific value whatsoever, the importance of proper labelling cannot be 
emphasized enough. 

Insect specimen labels must fulfil three basic requirements in order to be of lasting 
scientific value: 

1) they must be as permanent as possible, not disintegrating after a few years; 
2) the writing must be legible and also permanent, not fading after a while; 
3) the data must be correct, complete and unambiguous so that all of the entries are      

traceable at all times. 
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There are, in other words, three main aspects to an insect label, namely the paper, the ink 
and typing process, and the data. 
 
1. The paper. 
The label must be strong (thick) enough not to curl or bend easily, but not so thick as to result 
in the pin pending when it is being pushed through the paper. Card stock of 120-180g/m is the 
recommended strength, ordinary typing paper being definitely too thin. 

The quality of the paper is also important. Cheap paper does not last very long, and as 
insect labels are supposed to last for many (hundreds of) years, it is essential to use paper of 
a good quality. It should also be as acid-free as possible (pH-neutral), as acid in paper will 
destroy both the paper and the writing on it over time. Ivory board or drawing paper of a 
similar quality is recommended, although the inking process must be taken into consideration 
(see below). 

 
2. The ink and typing process. 
The ink on the label be equally permanent, i.e. not soluble in water or organic solvents, and 
not fading in time. Ordinary ink as used in fountain or ballpoint pens is unsuitable, and only 
proper Indian ink should be used if labels are handwritten. 
With typewritten labels, the ink/paper combination must be tested for the adherence 
properties of the letters, as different printing processes usually require differing paper types 
for maximum letter adherence and permanence. 

Labels can be handwritten in Indian ink with a fine-pointed pen (not more than 0,25mm 
tip), but this is a very tedious and time-consuming process for any larger number of labels, 
and only advisable for those of us who have a clear, legible handwriting (by far the minority!). 
Usually, handwriting of data should be restricted to variable parameters such as the date, i.e. 
labels are typewritten with a blank space for the date, which is later filled in by hand. 

The best typewriting process is the lithographic one, where the label is typed on a 
typewriter with a good-quality ribbon and then lithographically reduced and printed from a 
bromide template. However, this process is only economical for large numbers of labels and 
fairly expensive (requiring a printing company), and hence unpractical (wasteful) for any small 
numbers of labels. It is usually only feasible if one has all labels printed once a year (e.g. at 
the end of the collecting season) and variable parameters such as the date left blank for filling 
in by hand. 

Labels can also be typed on a typewriter and reduced to about 40% on a photocopy 
machine. However, this usually involves two reductions, with a corresponding loss of letter 
quality, and can only be recommended if one has a really good photocopy machine available. 
While this method is quite suitable for producing small numbers of labels, it requires  a lot of 
repetitive typing (which is a serious source of errors) and wasteful copying if one needs large 
numbers (e.g. hundreds) of labels . Most photocopiers can handle a paper thickness of about 
160g/m2, but care should be taken to use a paper to which the letters will adhere well. 
Smooth and stiff paper (such as ivory board) is mostly not suitable for the photocopying 
process as the letters rub off easily, and the manufacturer of the machine should be consulted 
in order to obtain a suitable paper of acceptable quality. 

The computer technology has now provided the insect collector with a unique way of 
producing both small and large numbers of good-quality labels. With a laser printer and a 
software package with suitably small fonts (recommended size 5 point), insect labels can be 
created and multiplied to the required number on the 
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computer and printed directly on the laser printer, without further reduction on a photocopier. 
They can also be stored in computer files to be retrieved later and printed again, perhaps with 
only a different date. After a lot of searching and professional consultation, we found that the 
word processing package WordPerfect (Version 5.1) and the font package Bitstream Fonts 
(which WordPerfect integrates in an inexpensive, small starter kit with 3 proportional font 
types) provide the best locally available way of generating labels in virtually all shapes and 
sizes, also enabling the drawing of boxes around these (see examples). A few other word 
processors can also create labels with small lettering, but none can yet match the versatility of 
WordPerfect with Bitstream fonts. The process of generating such labels is still a little 
complicated and cumbersome, and will hopefully become easier in future, but at least it 
provides a really convenient way of generating all numbers and types of insect labels. Some 
programmes have also been developed overseas specifically to generate insect labels, but 
these can usually not store such labels and offer little choice in size, style and typeface of the 
letters. With laser printers, which use essentially the same process as a photocopier, it is 
likewise important to use the correct pacer in order to ensure that the printing adheres to the 
paper. 

The size of the individual labels depends to an extent on the size of the insect, as large 
labels on minute insects waste a lot of storage space. If the labels are too small, on the other 
hand, the required information has to be fitted on a number of labels one above the other and 
makes them all very difficult to read without taking them off. With Lepidoptera, fortunately, 
small specimen size is only rarely a factor, and labels of approximately 20x10mm in size are 
the most suitable. The number of labels fitted to a specimen obviously depends on the 
amount of collecting information recorded, but it is usually advisable not to attach more than 
four (including the determination label) to a pin. The insect should therefore be mounted high 
enough on the pin (5-8mm from the head) to allow this number of labels to be fitted without 
them being situated right on top of another. A gap of a few millimetres between the labels will 
allow them all to be read quite readily. 
3. The data. 
It has become general convention that the top label should contain all the data of collecting, 
the second one biological information (if available), the third one an accession number or 
other notes on the origin or depository of the specimen, and the bottom label the name of the 
insect. This last label is usually only fitted by the specialist who identifies the insect, and it can 
rest on the floor of the drawer while the other labels are fitted higher up the pin. When 
recording the data on the labels, one should avoid all but the very obvious abbreviations, as 
people in other countries or in 100 years' time will not recognize these and the data will 
become ambiguous. 

a) the collecting label 
The top label on an insect specimen should contain information about: 
 

the COUNTRY (and PROVINCE if applicable) 
the exact LOCALITY 
the GRID REFERENCES of that locality 
the ALTITUDE in metres the DATE of capture 
the NAME of the COLLECTOR 
the HABITAT if applicable 

 
  

SOUTH AFRICA, 
25km S of Pretoria 
25.47S 28.12E 
1540m 
22.xii.1991 
R.G. Oberprieler 
on rocky outcrop 
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a) the COUNTRY should be the name of a current political state and written out in full, not 
e.g. "Transvaal", "Matabeleland" or "East Africa"; nor "E.Afr." or "R.C.A." (the French 
abbreviation for "Central African Republic").    

b) the LOCALITY should be a town reflected on a map in any major atlas, or the distance 
and direction from such nearest town. The name of a farm, plantation etc. alone is not 
sufficient, e.g. "Klipfontein" which can be any of 47 places in South Africa. 

c) the GRID REFERENCES (MAP COORDINATES) are essential since they pinpoint the 
locality precisely even if the name of that locality should change later. These coordinates can 
be looked up in the index of any major atlas, or measured from a topographic map of 1:250 
000 or larger, giving first the latitude and then the longitude. It is usually sufficient to give 
degrees and minutes (rarely seconds as well), and the notation “25.45S 28.12E” (as used in 
most atlases) is internationally recognized as equivalent to "25°45'S 28°12'E". The quarter-
degree system (SE 2528Cc for the same locality) should generally be avoided, as it is not as 
accurate and also not universally recognized and understood. It is more suitable for the 
mapping of species distribution all right, but whereas the degree-minute system can easily be 
converted to the quarter-degree system, the opposite is not the case. 

d) the ALTITUDE is particularly important with mountainous localities where slight 
differences in altitude can account for drastic changes in habitats; it should be cited in metres 
and not feet. 

e) the DATE should state the day, month and the year of collecting, in this sequence (i.e. 
the standard European vs. the American convention). The month should also be written in 
Roman letters to clearly distinguish it from the day, and it is particularly important to 
distinguish between the months of February and November. With bred specimens, this date 
should be the date of emergence of the adult and indicated with "em." or "emerged" behind 
the date, while the collecting date of the larva, pupa etc. it was bred should be reflected on the 
second (biological) label. 

f) the COLLECTOR is the person who collected the specimen, not necessarily the one 
who actually caught it. As the collector's name usually attaches a certain degree of reliability 
to  data on a label, it is better to have e.g. "G. van Son" on the label rather than the name of 
some friend who picked up a moth at a light and brought it to van Son but does not collect 
himself and is not known to anyone in entomological circles. Preferably, not more than two 
persons' names should be listed - apart from the fact that a single specimen can hardly be 
collected by two or more persons together, it also becomes very cumbersome to cite such 
labels in publications. A “coll” or "leg." (abbreviation for the Latin "legit" = collected by) is 
sometimes added before the name of the collector, but not essential. 

g) the HABITAT should be recorded if the insect has been found in a clearly recognizable 
environment, e.g. "'evergreen forest", "forest edge", "Themeda triandra grassveld", "Acacia 
thornveld". This term should describe the locality where the insect was found, not its habit 
(e.g. " found under stone"), which should be stipulated on the second label. When including 
such a description on a label, great care should be taken not to record false information, e.g. 
"on grassy hill" for a forest species flying from one patch of forest to another. If such habitat 
association appears doubtful, it is better left out. 
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Some more examples of collecting labels: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) the biological label 
The second label on an insect specimen should contain brief biological data about the insect, 
even if an accession or reference number refers to this Information in a book elsewhere, 
because such a book does not always accompany the specimen and may become separated 
from it or lost in time. The label should contain information about: 
 
 
the HABIT or ACTIVITY of the insect     

the COLLECTING DATE of immature stages    
the HOST PLANT   
the HOST PLANT FAMILY 
   
the BREEDING NUMBER if applicable 
 

 
a) the HABIT or ACTIVITY of the insect should be briefly described, e.g. "feeding on", 
"(collected) on", "tunnelling in", "emerged from". Latin terms can be used, but should be 
applied correctly: ex - emerged or reared out of and used with parasites, gall insects etc.; ab - 
reared from the egg, larva or pupa. If the species only flies at a particular time of day, this may 
be worth recording, e.g. "collected at light 23:30". However, only a relevant activity should be 
recorded, and descriptors such as "perching on xxx", "collected in flight", "collected at light" 
should only be recorded if they relate to a significant or unusual behaviour - if could be worth 
recording a butterfly being collected at light, but not a moth. Terms such as "on kitchen 
window" or "collected on my sister's neck" are always superfluous. As is the case with listing 
the habitat, care should also be taken with this descriptor so as not to enter false information, 
e.g. recording a plant as host when the specimen was in fact only perching on it - it is better 
not to record any biological data than the wrong ones. 

b) when rearing adults from field-collected immature stages, the COLLECTING DATE of 
these should be recorded on this label, reserving the date entry on the top label for that of the 
emergence of the adult. If no such date is reflected on the biological label, it implies that the 
specimen was not reared from field-collected immatures but entirely in captivity, and breeding 
number will then refer to more details about the brood. 

c) the HOST PLANT should be cited by its scientific name and its family added, as it is 
often very difficult for persons elsewhere to trace obscure plant genera not occurring in their 
part of the world. 

d) a system of BREEDING NUMBERS should be used when rearing insects, in order to 
clearly associate emerged adults with preserved eggs, larvae and pupae, with photographs 
and with breeding records which have to be stored separately from 
  

SOUTH AFRICA, TVL 
Groothoek, 20km N  
Thabazimbi, 1100m 
24.28S 27.35E 
05.x.1986 (emerged) 
leg. J. Smith 

 

AUSTRALIA, N.S.W 
Kangaroo Valley 
NW of Nowra, 80m 
34.545 150.36E 
03.ii.1985 
F. Brown 

USA, CALIFORNIA 
Lake Casitas nr 
Los Angeles, 120m 
34.25N 119.25W 
29.xi.1988 
R. Goeden 

ab larva collected 
22.x.1991 on leaf of 
Ziziphus macronata 
(RHAMNACEAE) 
 
O.L. 194 
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the pinned adults. Such breeding numbers should be entered in a breeding book with more 
detailed information on every brood. 

Other detailed biological data too numerous or large for fitting onto a label can also be 
stored in an accession book or card index, with a corresponding ACCESSION or 
REFERENCE NUMBER fitted onto the label. Any such numbering system should not, 
however, replace the biological label altogether, as the corresponding book does not travel 
along with all specimens at all times and can become separated from the collection or lost. 
Such breeding or reference numbers should include an abbreviation of the Fearer's or 
collector's name (e.g. JS 123) and can also indicate a particular subset of his collection (e.g. 
JS-L 123 for Lepidoptera) - it is, however, advisable not to use too many sets of such 
numbers to avoid confusion. It can also be quite useful to combine such a number with a 
collection name on a separate label, in addition to the biological one, so that the origin of the 
specimen is never in doubt (e.g. J. Smith Collection, JS 123). 
 

COLLECTION  F.S. BROWNE  NATIONAL COLLECTION 
J.A. SMITH  LEPIDOPTERA  OF INSECTS, Pretoria 

  COLLECTION  South Africa 
     

JS 123  F.B.L. 1512 
 

 Ac.P. 
 

 
Such a label should stay on the specimen even if it later ends up in some other collection (the 
name of which can be fitted in addition), because only then is it possible to trace the original 
collector/ rearer and his accession book(s). However, I prefer to include such a number on the 
biological label where the details of the particular brood are recorded, rather than sticking it 
onto a different label which may become separated from the biological one. The name of the 
collection can be noted alone on a separate label, or fitted onto the determination label (see 
below). 

Some more examples of biological labels: 
 

ex stem gall on 
croton gratissimus 
(EUPHORBIACEAE) 
Coll.12.i.1988 

 ex ovo of Trachymela 
tinticollis 
(CHRYSOMELIDAE) 
on Eucalyptus sp 
 

 ab larva collected 
03.viii.1987 on 
Acacia karroo  
(MIMOSACEAE) 
 

Ac.P. 8792  Ac.P. 1297  O.L. 218 
     
sucking on leopard 
dropping 
 

 reared ab ovo on 
Burkea africana 
(CAESALPINIACEAE) 

 tunnelling in stem of 
Solaneum mauritianum 
(SOLANACEAE) 
coll. 15.VI.1990 
 

     
hilltopping in 
afternoon, 16:30 
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c) the determination label 
The bottom label is usually the identification label containing the correct scientific name of the 
specimen. This label is mostly fitted by a specialist to whom the specimen was sent for 
identification, and should contain the generic and specific name as well as the original author 
(and date) of the species, and the name of the determinator and date (year) of identification. 
Such labels should remain on the specimens, even if a subsequent name change requires 
another determination name to be fitted. It is good practice to fit such labels to all identified 
specimens in one's collection, even if they stand under a species heading in the collection, 
because this indicates that the specimen in question has been reliably identified by some 
specialist and can then be used to compile authentic data on distribution, hostplants etc. The 
circumstances of identification can be included on the label as well, e.g. "compared with 
(holo)type" (sometimes abbreviated "c.w.t."), or "det. from description", as this places the 
identification in a certain category of reliability. The collection name may also be added to this 
label, as it then obviates the need for a fourth label to be fitted on the pin (see above). 
 

 
Epiphora marginimacula 
Joicey & Talbot, 1924 
det. R.Oberprieler 1991 

  
Epiphora mythimnia 
(Westwood) det. 
R.Oberprieler 1989 
comp. with HOLOTYPE 

  
Imbrasia cytherea 
clarki (Geertsema) 
det. J. Smith 1987 
(det. from descr.) 

 
 
Pselophelia flavivita 
(Walker, 1862) 
det. R.Oberprieler 1990 
 

  
Saurria albofasciata 
(J.W. Johnson, 1938) det. R. 
Peigler 1989 
 

COLLECTION  R. OBERPRIELER  COLLECTION  R. OBERPRIELER 
 

 
With a little planning and effort, one can make all such labels about equal in size, and fit a 

neat border around them to cut them out squarely, and if they are then drawn up consistently, 
pinned through the middle and fitted horizontally on the pin underneath the specimen, they 
will not only match the neatness of a properly pinned butterfly, but also greatly enhance both 
the scientific and the aesthetic value of your collection! 

 
 

 
 
 

Acherontia atropos final instar larva. 
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RAMBLINGS OF RUTH SOUTHEY 

By Ruth J.G. Southey 

36 Cradock Street, George 6530 

Notes from my diary on a trip to Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) and Portuguese East Africa 
(Mozambique) with Ken and Ruth Pennington for 3 months from mid-July to mid-October 
1957. We were joined on the trip by Harold and David Cookson, and Claire and Neville 
Vissian. These recollections are as from a "handlanger" collector for Ken - I only started my 
own collection some six years later, hence lack of generic or specific names will hopefully be 
overlooked. 

Where do I start? From the highlands of the upper Karroo, where the ground was white 
with frozen sleet, via frozen Molteno, to Queenstown, to clement Umkomaas in Natal, or my 
early childhood days? This last, I think. My parents were good friends of the Penningtons and 
I grew up, in and out of the Pennington home in Greytown, Natal, where Ken's father was 
Vicar of St James' Church and lovingly known as "large". Canon Pennington, and later 
Archdeacon in Pietermaritzburg, was a great naturalist, birds, butterflies, insects and fish 
among others all being of intense interest to him. Ken inherited this lifelong interest and went 
on to be among the "greats" in lepidoptery and a very successful fisherman. Ken was the 
second of five sons, all of whom were my seniors and I only came to know him and Ruth, his 
lovely, smiling, laughing wife properly after my marriage when they came to scout round for 
butterflies. 

To go back, Archdeacon Pennington came to my parents' home in Port Elizabeth to 
officiate at our wedding, and he exhorted us to look out for, and catch any butterflies that we 
thought might be uncommon. Years later he spent a short time with us on our farm Southwell, 
altitude 5500 feet (about 1500 metres) in the Steynsburg district under the Stormberg 
Mountains. This was a semi-arid region and he was most interested in all the fauna and flora 
he saw. 

Ken and Ruth and son Rex called in for a few days on one of their cross country travels. 
Ken was always on the lookout with his net. In 1952 they came again, and we took a trip to 
Barkly East; en route my husband netted a 'fly that Ken thought was new, and later he 
described it and named it Pseudonympha southeyi. It was caught on Joubert Pass at an 
altitude of 7600 feet (about 2500 metres). The following day more of these butterflies were 
found on Jack Green's farm - and so after this long preamble I start with the beginnings of the 
trip of 1957. 

In 1952 Ken and Ruth went to Rhodesia and Portuguese east Africa on a hunting 
expedition, and I think, that in 1957, with the same trip in view, Ruth felt she would like a 
companion, and so it was that I was invited to join the Penningtons. For me, the Great Trek 
began on the 15th July 1957. Leaving a frozen world with some of my family, we made for 
Queenstown via Molteno where I joined up with Canon and Mrs Short, who were moving to 
Umkomaas. After farewells we left for Natal via Umtata, and so to Umkomaas, to the 
Penningtons' seaside home. Here I met Kit Cottrell and Charlie Dickson who has been my 
good friend and mentor through the years after I started my own collection in 1963. 

On the 18th July, Ken, Ruth and I left for Michaelhouse, Balgowan and feverish days of 
preparation, making and fixing nets and trapnets, laying in supplies, packing utensils, food, my 
tent and stretcher, partyings and farewells until , with Gypsey caravan loaded we were ready 
to leave for our trip on the 24th. 
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With Celestine, our invaluable major domo, we started early and went, as fast as caravan 
would allow, to St John's College in Johannesburg getting there just in time for the christening 
of Mick's son at 3:30 pm. After this happy occasion we were warmly welcomed at the home of 
Harry and Ernestine Rissik where we met son Peter and his wife, and Oliver, a budding civil 
engineer. After wining and dining we went early to bed after a long first day of the Great Trek. 

Ken had a very wide acquaintance, and on our trip we met and stayed with, or camped in 
the grounds of many of his friends, and everywhere the net and often trapnets were to the 
fore. 

Next day the Rissiks took us to their citrus farm Uitkyk, below the Hartebeespoort Dam, 
where the trees were laden with golden and yellow fruits; hundreds of avocado trees were in 
fruit and blossom. On returning we called in at the fabulous, fantastic Erikssen mansion at 
Witkoppen. 

Leaving next morning we called in on Dr van Son at the Transvaal Museum in Pretoria 
where he was Director of Entomology, and a long-time friend and associate of Ken's. May I 
include a tribute that I made to Dr Georges van Son (whom I happily had come to know quite 
well later and Elfreda his dear wife) in the Queenstown Daily Rep. in June 1967, after his 
death? 

"... Dr van Son was a scientist of international repute. His interests were wide and 
diversified, and whatever he did, he did with keenest interest and great energy. For a period 
he was associated with the famous palaeontologist, Dr Robert Broom. He was a keen orchid 
grower and breeder, and had a superlative collection of his own. He was also renowned for 
his comprehensive collection of South African succulents and cacti. Born of a Hollander father 
who was Imperial Veterinarian to the last Tsar of Russia, and a mother of noble birth, young 
Georges was caught up in the revolution of 1917. He and his mother were placed under 
duress, but they eventually managed to flee Russia, aided chiefly by the magic of the young 
boy's musical gift on the violin. In the Transvaal Museum, always busy in his large room 
occupied by dozens of drawer cabinets of butterflies, he never failed to give a warm welcome, 
even to the most humble of collectors. Always excited to see uncommon specimens, and 
helpful in solving others' problems; alert and nimble, he would dash from cabinet to cabinet, 
giving and showing the answers to lepidopteran problems and puzzles. Scholar, linguist, 
scientist, naturalist, musician and withal a very human person, Dr Georges van Son will be 
greatly missed and long remembered by associates and a host of friends....” 

Great Trek again. On leaving Pretoria we drove on, to camp at Wylliespoort. We were 
woken, bitterly cold, before 6 am with coffee. Breakfast, then on the road through mopane and 
baobab featureless country to Beit Bridge, and from there to the banks of the Nuanetsi where 
the country began to change with frequent granite outcrops. That night we camped just north 
of the lovely Lundi River, where msasa country began, and where the trees were beginning to 
show their wonderful spring colours - pale yellow to copper, to pink and red. En route we also 
saw fever trees, impala and nyala buck. Ken climbed the local granite hill of about 300-400 
feet in search of butterflies, with some success but our night was restless with the cry of bush 
babies throughout. 

Next day the 28th, we called in at the Hulett's farm, Brucehame, and were generously 
loaded with fruit and vegetables, and speeded on our way to the vast, silent Zimbabwe ruins. 
From there, taking a cross-country road, bypassing Glendivet, to the Fort Victoria main road,  
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we found the country more heavily populated than any so far seen. There were endless 
granite outcrops round which huts clustered, oddly constructed of poles, mud and thatch, and 
mostly raised on stones or logs from 30 to 45 cm above ground. This was all msasa country 
interspersed with dry patches of thorn and other bush, and we travelled in unending avenues 
until we reached the Birchenough Bridge, an awe-inspiring sight, and reputed to be the largest 
single span bridge in the world (1957). We passed through an agricultural settlement for 
Africans, Nyanadzi, where we saw a profusion of grain, fruit and vegetables growing. 

Hot Springs happily was our next camp, and bathing in the waters at 134oF (about 50°C) 
was blissful. Next morning Ken took several skippers, and we moved on to Umtali. Here we 
were entertained to lunch by the Finlays in their lovely home overlooking the whole town and 
far beyond. 

We met Mr Cookson at 3 pm and we drove out to his beautiful home (Lawrenceville) 
perched on a hillside in the Vumba Mountains, 12 miles out of Umtali. His son David arrived 
late after a painful dental appointment. Both Harold and David, as is well known, were keen 
entomologists, and so I came to meet and know two more collectors who were to join forces 
with us in P.E.A. A happy evening was spent with Ken's and Ruth's old friends, then hot baths 
- what luxury - and most comfortable beds, and a good night was enjoyed by all, before a 
heavy day of preparation for the trip. 

Next day the men to Bamponi with all nets, and Ruth and I move to Umtali where we 
bought basic provisions for a month’s stay in the Dondo Forest for seven collectors plus two 
helpers (for believe it or not 28 pound!). The car was serviced, and on return we packed as far 
as possible for the 31st our D day for moving to P.E.A. 

Leaving in a heavy "guti" - swirling mist - to join up with Claire and Neville Vissian, and 
Gideon, their major domo, we drove on to the Customs Barrier and happily no problems. So, 
high up in the hills we looked down from bush, sloping down to fiats where trees were in fine 
condition. We passed through Vila Pery, a small town where Portuguese houses were 
interestingly different. Gondola came next, where we stocked up with fresh fruit, and over the 
Pungwe River on a rickety wooden bridge, at 5 mph, we saw the new, as yet unusable, 
concrete bridge. 

On reaching the Dondo Forest, after scouting round, the men found a good open glade. 
Tents were pitched, mine being near the caravan for a feeling of security. Our living space 
was swept clean and thankfully tea, sundowners, luscious dinner and bed, everyone 
exhausted. Trees of many varieties made up our canopy - pod bearers, msasas and many 
more, all lofty with moderately thick undergrowth. 

We were mercilessly wakened into 1st August by Ken with coffee at 5.45 am. Ken, David 
and Neville went off in the Vissian lorry with a 44-gallon drum, a 14-galloner and more 
receptacles to fetch water in Dondo kindly given by the hotel. After a late breakfast the men 
went out with all paraphernalia while Ruth and I sorted, and lazed in camp. Hunters came 
back any time for a lunch snack and were off again. Ken returned jubilant at 4 pm with 2 
specimens of a new skipper. David followed with 2 small blues which Ken judged to be a new 
species to the Southern African subregion. A very successful first day, added to which Ken 
had found what he took to be charcoal-burning mounds about half a mile from camp. I had a 
very interesting talk with Major Vissian, who, while in Ceylon was doing pathological research 
on parasitology and insectology. He was now attached to the Southern Rhodesian 
government, compiling a tribal history of Africans in Southern Rhodesia. 
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This was to be used in putting into operation a new five year plan for settlement of the natives, 
who had to decide in that time whether they wished to be domiciled in the urban areas, or in 
tribal reserves, each to be given so much land. 

Our first full day at Dondo ended with sundowners and toasts to the fine bag, then dinner 
and bed most thankfully. 

 
To be continued 

 

 
 

Charaxes spp. feeding on rotten banana. Charaxes protoclea azota male (top) and 
female (bottom); Charaxes etesipe tavetensis male (centre) 

  



September 1991 METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 2, No. 3  
__________________________________________________________________  

42 

INSECT CONSERVATION GETS OFF THE GROUND IN S.A. 
 

 by Steven Chown & Rolf Oberprieler 
 

National Collection of Insects, Plant Protection Research Inst., Private Bag X134, Pretoria 
0001 

 
The 8th Congress of the Entomological Society, held in Bloemfontein during July this year, 
saw insect conservation advancing closer to reality in South Africa. The establishment of a 
private trust - the Endangered Insects Research Fund - was announced at the congress and 
in the media. This trust has been established for the funding of research programmes in insect 
conservation biology, which will be coordinated by Prof. Clarke Scholtz, of the Entomology 
Department at the University of Pretoria. Further information concerning this trust and the 
research programme can be obtained from him (Tel. 012-420 3233). 

During the workshop on insect conservation held at this congress, it emerged that there is 
an urgent need to identify unprotected habitats which are important from an entomological 
point of view, and that entomologists should collate all existing information on endangered 
species and communities and on centres of insect diversity and make this information 
available to conservation authorities. It was also agreed that there exists a general public 
ignorance about the importance of insects in all terrestrial ecosystems, and that entomologists 
themselves are responsible for carrying over this importance and knowledge to conservation 
authorities, private landowners and to the public in general. Entomologists involved in 
conservation biology should concentrate on research and education, but leave the 
implementation of conservation strategies to organizations which are already active in this 
field but should then be acting on the advice of the researchers. Cooperation between all 
concerned parties was thus very much the central watchword. 

To further these goals, an Insect Conservation Interest Group was also formed during the 
workshop. This group is currently being coordinated by Dr. Steven Chown, of the University of 
Pretoria, and has undertaken to do the following: 
1. establish a directorate of entomological expertise which would be available to all 
conservation bodies, landowners etc.; 
2. inform entomologists interested in conservation biology of local and possibly international 
events which have bearing on the subject; 
3. facilitate liaison between entomologists, conservation bodies, landowners, amateur 
organizations and the general public; 
4. initiate a low-cost insect conservation education campaign via a pamphlet highlighting the 
importance of insects in terrestrial systems. 
Initially, the group will remain small and be coordinated by Steven Chown from the University 
of Pretoria, and it will meet every two years at the Entomology Congress, with other 
correspondence taking place through the mail. For further information, please contact Steven 
at the University of Pretoria. 

Priorities of, and possible research projects on, butterfly conservation are probably best 
determined and coordinated by the Lepidopterists' Society, which can also act as a vehicle to 
collate data on butterfly diversity and distribution that will ultimately be needed for developing 
a broader insect conservation strategy. 
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SKEWED SEX RATIOS IN IOLAUS (EPAMERA) MIMOSAE TRIMEN 
(LEPIDOPTERA: LYCAENIDAE) 

 
By Martin Villet 

 
Dept. of Zoology, University of the Witwatersrand, P.O. Wits 2050 

 
Mike Schlosz (1991) reported raising only four males from a dozen eggs of lolaus (Epamera) 
mimosae Trimen. Because the mechanics of sexual reproduction in butterflies lead one to 
expect equal numbers of each sex on average, he asked his readers to consider whether his 
findings might reflect an adaptation in this species. 

Well, the exact probability of getting four males from twelve eggs, given the mechanics 
determining butterfly gender, can be calculated using the binomial probability theorem. The 
probability is 0,12084. This means that for every 100 clutches of a dozen eggs, about 12 can 
be expected to yield exactly four males. The probability of a more extremely female-biased 
clutch, calculated by the same theorem, is 0,07300, i.e. almost 1 clutch in 10 is likely to yield 
less than four males. In all, about one clutch in five (actually 19,38%) should have at least as 
few males as Mike reared. Statisticians assume that events with probabilities greater that 0.05 
(1 in 20) are quite likely, and that they need no explanation besides chance variation. 

The theory can also be assessed philosophically. Because of the way that gender is 
inherited in butterflies, the only way that the sex ratio of a brood can be "adapted" from 1:1 is 
by the death of some offspring of one gender. This means that a butterfly producing a skewed 
sex ratio is raising fewer offspring than one that does not. This means that the "normal" type 
will out-breed the "adapted" form, and the genes causing the skewed ratio will disappear from 
a butterfly population through reproductive competition. 

The answer to Mike's question seems to be "No", but this is best checked by finding the 
sex ratio of a much larger sample as a first step in seeing whether the genetics of gender is 
peculiar to I. (E.) mimosae. 

 
References 
 
SCHLOSZ, M., 1991. Epamera mimosae male/female ratio - a theory. Metamorphosis 2(2): 
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lolaus (Epamera) mimosae male upperside 
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OOR SKOENLAPPERS VERSAMEL EN MISKIEN 00K WAAROWN MENS 
DIT DOEN (DEEL 2) 

 
deur Etienne Terblanche 

P.O. Box 20056, Noordbrug, Potchefstroom 2522 
 

In die eerste deal van hierdie artikel het ek uitgebrei oor die rede(s) waarom 'n mens 
skoenlappers versamel. Hier gaan ek op twee of drie nuwe aspekte let, terwyl ek die 
vergelyking lepidopteris/astronoom (wat ek in die vorige geval betrek het) in gedagte bly hou; 
dit is 'n vrugbare verglyking. 

Die nuwe dinge wat ek hier betrek kom neer op 'n nadere beskouing van waarom 
onbetrokke mense ons stokperdjie soms snaaks aankyk. Die eerste en mees ooglopende 
saak is dat ons stokperdjie nie so bekend is aan die mense nie. ('n Gekoller-en-getaaide man 
hier in Afrika 'n meer bekende gesig, snaaks genoeg). Verder 'n mens maak nie geld met ons 
stokperdjie (teenoor bv. seëls of munte versamel) nie. Ag, en nog 'n legio redes, waarvan die 
interessantste is dat daar eintlik geen nut/noodsaak/noodwendigheid verbonde is aan 
skoenlappers (of sterre) bestudeer nie. (As 'n mens ingaan op hierdie gedagte kom 'n mens 
terug met wysheid - dit het ek in die eerste stuk beskryf.) 

Maar as 'n mens nou nader let op die besonderhede, dan is een van die redes waarom 
die stokperdjie soms skeef beloer word sekerlik ons opvallende apparate, en veral die feit dat 
ons die skoenlappers vang. Vrae soos: wat maak jy dan met hulle as jy hulle klaar gevang het 
- hou jy hulle lewendig aan?, sal vir die versamelaar nie onbekend wees nie. 

Die sleutelwoorde hier is 'vang' en 'versamel'. Ons stokperdjie staan so bekend: 
'skoenlappers versamel'. Dit laat ons stokperdjie klink na iets waarvan jy die waarde in getal 
kan meet. 'Hoeveel het jy al?' is 'n knaende vraag as onbetrokkenes ons uitvra, nie waar nie? 
Dit is byna of hulle vra: 'Is daar eetbare spesies?' of 'Verkoop jy polisse ook?' So sien ek: in 
die Panorama van Mei/Junie 1990 word genoem dat die Hennings 100 000 skoenlappers in 
die museum by Florida het - asof dit 'n belangrike ding is, terwyl daardie getal eintlik niks 
beteken nie in vergelyking met die magdom kennis wat daar in die Hennings en al die 
versamelaars wat daar in- en uit beweeg, setel: daardie getal is maar die ysberg se punt. 

Kortom: 'versamel' laat die stokperdjie minder klink na 'n studie en meer na iets wat jy kan 
eet -iets wat geld in die sak bring. En, hieruit spruitend: die onbetrokke mens sou nie die 
spoor so maklik byster geraak het nie, en 'n beter vraag kon vra, naamlik: 'Wat weet jy al alles 
van hulle (die skoenlappers)? - as hulle net besef het dat dit eintlik gaan oor 'n studie. 

'Versamel' word tog in daardie sin gebruik: dit is 'n middel tot die bestudering van 
skoenlappers (maar hoe moet mense raai?). Deesdae is daar ander middele ook: die kamera, 
video, en kennis van plante en die gedrag en lewenssiklus tree sterker op die voorgrond (soos 
W.H. Henning dit ook noem in Metamorphosis 25, dat dit goed is so). 

Die astronoom kyk sterre, en die lepidopteris kyk skoenlappers. Waar die astronoom sy 
teleskoop moet rig na die naghemel waarin ons so hang, moet die lepidopteris sy net vat en 
die skoenlappers in die veld gaan haal (daar is reeds een belangrike fase van sy studie) en 
huis toe bring (waar 'n tweede belangrike fase geskied: naamlik ordentlike 
klassifisering/nadere beskouing). 

Net so onbereikbaar as wat die sterre met die blote oog tog maar bly, net so is al die 
skoenlappers (en veral sekere genusse en veral die wonderlike Lycaenidae) ook 
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maar moeilik om te sien - al is hulle in die veld - omdat hulle so klein en beweeglik 
(ensovoorts) is. Dikwels is dit haas onmoontlik om die vlieënde skoenlapper in sy habitat te 
identifiseer. 'n Mens moet eers daardie blitsige wêreldjie bietjie tot stilstand dwing, voordat jy 
iets daarvan begin begryp. 

Kyk maar hoe gee die astronoom aan sterrekonstellasies naam: die Kreef, Weegskaal, 
Tweeling, die Bul en die Skerpioen, ens. Sonder hierdie verwysings (wat fisies nie veel sê oor 
die stand van die sterre nie - 'n reis die hemele in sal een of ander tyd die Bul, byvoorbeeld, 
so skeef trek, dat 'n mens dit nie meer sal kan uitken nie) kan die bestudering nie voortgaan 
nie. 

Natuurlik: net so asemrowend interessant as wat die sterre is, is skoenlappers (of enige 
iets anders) ook. Maar 'n kennis van lepidoptera word by uitstek verkry deur te versamel. 

Die versameling by die huis in die koel, donker kabinet is in dieselfde asem soveel meer 
as 'n 'versameling': dit is 'n databank, waarin 'n mens eerstens mooi stadig kan gaan kyk na 
die vormlike van elk van die skoenlappers (en dit is heerlik en insiggewend), en tweedens 
aspekte van die verspreiding en gedrag kan aflees: deur te kyk na die klein datakaartjie 
vasgespeld onder aan elke voorbeeld. 

Ek is seker dat skoenlappers alle mense aangryp. Hulle lewenssiklus bly na al die jare 
mistiek, en die mooiheid en verskeidenheid van die fatsoene en kleure in hulle vlerkies is soos 
die reënboog (vir my) 'n teken dat daar natuurlik nog altyd aan ons gedink word. Dis net 
wanneer die versamelaar met sy jeans en tekkie-boetse aan, die gesig fodde rooi gebrand, 
deur 'n bos bars met daardie versamelnet, dat die onkundige nie meer volg nie. 

Self al lus gehad om te bulder: 'Dis 'n studie apparaat! Net 'n studie apparaat!' - ek het dit 
nogtans nie gedoen nie en daarmee volstaan ek. 

 

 
 
 

Lepidochrysops oosthuizeni male 
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TRIP TO GOLDEN GATE IN THE ORANGE FREE STATE 
 15-17 January 1991 
  

by R.F. Terblanche 
 

P.O. Box 20056, Noordbrug, Potchefstroom 2522 
 

Golden Gate is one of those places that become more and more beautiful in your mind with 
each next visit. Moreover the place seems to have a unique friendly attitude towards any by 
passer. The people who run this mountainous park surely have something to do with the 
latter. Here you have many opportunities to a deeper veld experience as opposed to the more 
zoo-like ones you may encounter in some parks or reserves. Even in a wider sense this 
applies to the lepidopterist because every mountain slope, ridge or valley is significant for the 
wonderful dwellers that may fly around there specifically. 

I tried to cover a wide area including the new part (since 1989) of the park to get to know 
more of the diversity and habits of the Golden Gate butterflies. 

On 15 January 1991 I walked from the "old gate" all along the northern mountain ridge to 
the top of Generaalskop (2732m) 
Weather conditions:  -moderate westerly wind 

-loose clouds in the sky 
The second day (16 January) I visited the area from under (SW) the Brandwag to the high 

mountain ridge west of Wodehouse peak. Weather conditions:- cool and cloudy. -moderate 
westerly to the mornng of 17 January I south-westerly wind. 

On the morning of 17 January I searched for butterflies in the foothills of  Generaalskop 
near the "old gate" mainly for more Tsitana examples.(= M17th) 

My last look-around (afternoon, 17 January) was at the streambed, a klofie (with 
yellowwoods in it) and the outcrop above the latter in the new section of the Park. This area is 
situated roughly to the south-east of Mt. Pierre in the area called General Will. (= A17th) 
Weather conditions:-cloudy -easterly wind blowing hard at times. 
 
*Butterflies found (X' = encountered): 
*The number of examples encountered for the whole trip is 
included after the names of the butterflies in three 
categories: one, two or more than two (= m). 

15th 16th M17th A17th 
Danaidae:  
Danaus chrysippus aegyptius(m)  X X X 
 
Satyridae:      
Aeropetes tulbaghia  (m) X X X X 
Torynesis orangica  (m)  X   
Stygionympha scoti, a (m) X X X X 
Pseudonympha paragaika (m)  X   
Pseudonympha magoides (m) X  X X 
Pseudonympha paludis (m) X  
   
Acraeidae:      
Acraea horta  (m)  X  X 
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Nymphalidae: 
Junonia hierta cebrene (m)    X  
Junonia octavia sesamus 

f. natalensis  (1)  X 
Catacroptera cloanthe (m)   X X 
Vanessa cardui  (m) X X X X 
 
Lycaenidae: 
Lampides boeticus  (m) X X  X 
Cacyreus palemon  (m)  X X 
Gonatomyrina lara  (m) X X 
Capys alphaeus (worn) (2) X 
Lepidochrysops variabilis  (m) X X X X 
Aloeides oreas  (1) X  
Aloeides rileyi  (m) X X  X 
Aloeides maluti  (m)  X  X 
Poecilmitis chrysaor  (1)  X 
Poecilmitis pelion  (m) X 
 
Pieridae: 
Belenois aurota  (m) X X X X 
Colias electo  (m) X X X X 
Catopsilia florella  (m) X  X X 
 
Papilionidae: 
Papilio demodocus  (2)    X 
 
Hesperiidae: 
Spialia diomus  (m)    X 
Spialia mafa  (1) X 
Spialia asterodia  (m) X 
Tsitana tsita  (m) X  X 
Metisella malchacha (m)  X 
 
Remarks: 
 
Two species not included in the checklist (Metamorphosis 25) had been found i.e. Aloeides 
oreas and Aloeides maluti. It is significant that Aloeides maluti were found on two spots in the 
Park and in fair numbers. They had the tendency to fly onto the side of the rocky outcrops and 
not at the top as A. rileyi usually do. 

So far I have encountered Poecilmitis pelion only at two small areas near the top of 
Generaalskop (Likely to be the same area where Mark Williams and others had done so as 
well). It was also clear that Pseudonympha paludis preferred only the high altitudes on the 
way to and at the top of Generaalskop. Another feature of this trip was that one to four 
Lepidochrysops variabilis were seen on almost every top of the numerous high rocky ridges 
among the mountains. 

The two Red Data Book species; Torynesis orangica and Pseudonympha paragaika were 
only found at the already known locality above the Brandwag. The wind kept them hidden in 
the grass (Merxmuellera sp.) but I managed to count 9 of the former and 5 of the latter at 
random in a short time. I collected two and one example respectively for the record. 
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Important is that there appear to be differences between the Tsitana tsita from Golden 
Gate in comparison to those you meet with in the Western Transvaal. A good series shows 
that the characters concerned are quite constant. 

The extent to which some butterflies prefer to fly at certain altitudes and aspects of 
mountain slopes is remarkable in the case of Golden Gate. This fact constitutes why I 
followed the approach of mapping down the broad areas in which the butterflies were found. 
Furthermore I came to realize again that through documenting objectively such trips one might 
get to determine some biological patterns better which will also be empirically justifiable. 

 
 

 

 
 

Torynesis orangica male underside 
 

 
 
 
 

Pseudonympha paragaika male underside 
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THOUGHTS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE GENUS POECILMITIS BUTLER 
(LEPIDOPTERA: LYCAENIDAE) IN THE TRANSVAAL 

 
By N.K. Owen-Johnston 

P.O. Box 2466, Johannesburg 2000 
 

In the Transvaal we have the extreme eastern and most northern populations of the genus 
Poecilmitis Butler. So far only "red" species have been recorded. The "blue" Poecilmitis enter 
the Orange Free State - P. pelion Pennington at Golden Gate - but at the extreme edge of 
their range. 

Two endemic species occur. These are P. aureus van Son and P. aethon (Trimen). There 
is an as yet unidentified population that occurs at Morgenzon. The ubiquitous species, P. 
chrysaor (Trimen) has been recorded from various localities in the southeast Transvaal, 
especially around Balfour, Groblersdal and Standerton, by various collectors over the years. 
As this species has been covered in length by various authors we will not discuss it any 
further. 

The foodplant of P. aureus was discovered in January 1976 by Mr I. Bampton. It is Clutia 
galpinii (= C. pulchella). The life history was described by Mr S.F. Henning in 1983:72. 

On the 28th October 1990, whilst returning from a washed out trip to Barberton, Mr S. 
Woodhall, Dr M. Williams and myself decided to call in at the Beacon above Waterval Boven 
and see if there were any interesting butterflies flying. Whilst we were searching amongst the 
rocks and boulders on the south side of the road, Mark called me over and showed me a 
colony of Crematogaster ants. We immediately began a search for the as yet unrecorded life 
history of P. aethon. Under a large rock I was fortunate in discovering a lycaenid larva. This 
resembled Poecilmitis larvae I had seen in the past. It appeared to have been feeding on 
Rhus zeyheri Sond. (Anacardiaceae). There was a R. zeyheri bush growing next to the rock 
and it showed signs of eating on the leaves. The larva was a brownish-purple colour with 
lighter stripes down its back. This subsequently moulted and changed to a green larva with 
brown stripes dorsally. Unfortunately the larva became a casualty after a photographic 
session. 

On the 6th January 1991, Dr Mark Williams, Mr Bill Steele and his son Ryan Steele and 
myself were searching the rocks above Kowyns Pass near Graskop in the Eastern Transvaal. 
I recognised Rhus zeyheri growing amongst the rocks and soon found a couple of early instar 
larvae. I called Ryan over and showed him what to look for. Whilst doing this, we found a 
large final instar larva. Ryan took this larva and subsequently hatched out a perfect imago of 
P. aethon. As far as we know the first actually to have emerged in captivity. Of the specimens 
I kept, one larva, together with the host ant, was pickled in alcohol for further study by Mr Alan 
Heath in Cape Town. A second larva was eventually successfully reared to the imago - a 
female emerged on the 2nd April 1991. 

On the 7th September 1980, Dr Mark Williams, Stephen and Graham Henning, Ivan 
Bampton and myself went to investigate a colony of Poecilmitis discovered by Dr I. Coetzer on 
a hill near Morgenzon in the Transvaal. We were fortunate in discovering two colonies of this 
interesting butterfly. They were flying around stands of Diospyros. The Diospyros was not yet 
in leaf so it was not possible for us to identify it conclusively. However the behaviour of the 
butterflies left us in no doubt as to their interest in the Diospyros. The status of this population 
is still in doubt. However, in the light of the various food plants used by the Poecilmitis in the 
Transvaal it would not appear to be either a P. aethon or P. aureus. Poecilmitis lycegenes  
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Trimen uses Diospyros lycioides Desf. (Ebenaceae) in Natal. Other recorded foodplants of P. 
lycegenes are Royena hirsuta Linnaeus (Ebenaceae); Myrsine africana Linnaeus 
(Myrsinaceae) and Rhus sp. (Anacardiaceae). Observations on the life history and breeding 
experiments are described by S.F. Henning (1983:71). 

I have also found P. lyncurium (Trimen) in the Transkei around Diospyros stands under 
the same circumstances as breeding colonies of P. lycegenes in Natal. 

The interesting thought occurs that we may be dealing with a cline. A cline that starts with 
P. lyncurium in the west. This species shows very heavy black scaling on the upperside of the 
hindwing costa and the basal areas of all four wings. As we move eastward, there occurs at 
Kokstad and in the Bushmans Nek area of Natal a form of this species that shows a marked 
reduction in the extent of this black scaling. When we reach Natal, and even into the Orange 
Free State at Harrismith, the typical P. lycegenes becomes the order of the day. This shows 
almost no black scaling on the hindwing upperside costa but has a remnant of the basal black 
scaling on all four wings. The extent of the black markings on the upperside are reduced in 
relation to P. lyncurium. 
We now come to this as yet unidentified Poecilmitis which flies at Morgenzon. It closely 
resembles P. lycegenes as far as the location of the black marks are concerned, but the 
marks are greatly reduced and in some cases are almost non-existent. The black scaling at 
the base of the wings is greatly reduced but there are still traces of it present. The colour of 
the butterfly is paler than P. lycegenes. P. lyncurium is a deeper shade of red than P. 
lycegenes. This fits in with my theory of a cline. The size is slightly larger than P. lycegenes 
which in turn is slightly larger than P. lyncurium. Whether we are dealing with a new species 
or a form of P. lycegenes I will leave to the experts to decide. 

If any readers have any comments to make on the Poecilmitis species found in the 
Transvaal, I for one will welcome the opportunity to discuss it further. 
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Poecilmitis aureus van Son, final instar larva with host ant, Crematogaster sp. 
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GETTING TO KNOW MOTHS 
- GEOMETRIDS, COOPERS, EMERALDS – 

 
By Stephen Henning 

 
5 Alexandra Street, Florida 1709 

 
The geometrid moths belong to the family Geometridae (Superfamily Geometroidae). This 
family of small to large moths are usually easy to identify with their broad wings and slender 
bodies. Some, however, have narrower wings and others have stout bodies like Noctuidae. 
The antennae are simple or pectinate and the haustellum (proboscis) is well developed. Ocelli 
are usually absent and chaetosemata present. The labial palpi are short and usually 
ascending. Wings are usually broad (fig. 4) but are sometimes reduced in females. A frenulum 
is usually present. The basal segment of the abdomen has tympanal organs in a pair of deep 
ventrolateral cavities which open forwards. 

The larvae are elongate and usually very slender with the front two or three pairs of 
ventral prolegs usually reduced or absent (figs 2 & 5). When not reduced, they sometimes 
bear crochets in a uniordinal circle. The larvae are often twig-like (fig. 2). They occasionally 
occur in a loose shelter of leaves and feed on foliage. The pupae (fig. 3) have a well-
developed cremaster, often with hooked setae. Pupae are usually found in a flimsy cocoon in 
debris or in soil. 

The flight of the adults is never strong and, when at rest, the wings are often held 
horizontally. In some genera the females have greatly reduced wings, or they are apterous. 

The adults of some genera such as Somatina, are sometimes marked so that at rest they 
appear like bird droppings. A few genera such as Aletis and Cartaletis are mimics of the 
distasteful Monarch butterfly, Danaus chrysippus (Linnaeus). 

As a rule the ventral prolegs of the larvae are only developed on abdominal segments 6 
and 10 and progression takes place by drawing the posterior segments close to those of the 
thorax, the body thus forming a loop (fig. 3). The fore body is then extended in the direction 
desired and the looping action repeated. Their motion is usually slow and deliberate. In their 
earlier instars they can move rapidly, but sometimes hesitantly, when danger threatens. The 
action of the larvae has given rise to their common names of loopers or earth-measurers. A 
large number of larvae bear an exceedingly close resemblance to twigs, or the thicker veins of 
leaves, and can only be detected with difficulty when at rest. 

Six subfamilies are recognized of which five come from Southern Africa, the Archiearinae 
not being recorded from our sub region. The Oenochrominae is a small subfamily of 9 genera 
and 13 species. This subfamily can be broadly divided into two groups, a primitive one with 
stout bodies, and a group with slender bodies. 

The Larentiinae is a large group of 33 genera and 148 species. The species generally 
have a distinct wing pattern of wavy lines. The forewing has one or two areoles and S is free 
from R. However, in the hindwing S + R1 usually fuses with R for at least half the length of the 
discal cell. The Geometrinae is a large group of broad-winged moths, mostly a shade of green 
in colour. 

The Ennominae is the largest subfamily being made up of 98 genera and some 443 
species. This subfamily has lost M2 as a tubular vein in the hindwing, and in the forewing an 
areoleis seldom present and R3, R4 and R5 are stalked. Many genera have procryptic wing 
patterns of wavy transverse lines, and rest on bark. 
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The larvae have four pairs of ventral prolegs, those on segments three to five in the first 
instar, and on three in the final instar, bearing uniordinal crochets in a circle. 

The Sterrhinae is a fairly large group of some 20 genera and 133 species. This subfamily 
is dominated by the Sterrhia and by the immense genus Scopula (the waves) of some 71 
species. They are small slender-bodied moths, usually pale in colour, with delicate, wavy 
patterns. One or two areoles are present on the forewing. They are situated before the end of 
of the distal cell, and Sc is free from R. In the hindwing Sc + R1 fuses with Rs only near the 
base. 

The subfamily Geometrinae (the emeralds) is a large group of 54 genera and 169 
species. They are broad-winged moths mostly a shade of green in colour, frequently very 
beautiful indeed. 

The Geometridae is a very large family with some 806 species and 214 genera in 
Southern Africa. Janse (1932-33) published extensively on the group and Pinhey (1975) 
discussed the more common or interesting species. Vári & Kroon (1986) provide detailed lists 
of all the species in Southern Africa. 
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Geometrids (Geometridae) - Victoria fuscithorax, 1. male; 2. larva; 3. pupa. 4. Wing showing 
venation of geometrid (after Common, 1970). 5. Typical geometrid looper larva. 
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PHOTOGRAPHER'S CORNER No.4 
 

By Steve Woodhall 
This Comer will be devoted to a "road test" of a piece of equipment that will revolutionize 
macrophotography. I am talking about the Nikon SB21B TTL Macro flash. Dave Upshon 
recently bought one, and he kindly let me try it out on my trusty FA. I am used to using the 
Cokin Creative Flash, which until the advent of the SB21B was the cutting edge of technology 
as far as lighting of close-up work is concerned. I took care to compare and contrast the two 
tools. 

The Cokin unit comprises three mini flash heads set on three sides of a ring-shaped lens-
mounted unit, attached to the filter thread by the Cokin drop-in filter system. This unit is 
connected by a fairly stiff cable to the power pack, which goes on the camera's hot shoe. The 
cable cannot be disconnected, and is the subject of much of my ire and swearing! It inevitably 
gets twisted and kinked no matter how hard I try not to. This eventually results in the breakage 
of one of the 12 (yes!) tiny co-axial wires inside. The unit then packs up and has to be re-
wired at a cost of about R50. That in itself is annoying, but even more so is the fact that it 
always happens just as I am about to take that "shot of a lifetime"! 

The Nikon unit is similar in that a circular unit clips onto the lens front, and this is 
connected to the hot-shoe mounted power pack by a cable. However, the Nikon mount is 
much easier to use than the Cokin one. It mounts and demounts in a flash (sorry!) - all one 
has to do is press two little finger-friendly studs on either side of the mounting ring, which 
screws into the filter thread of the lens. The Cokin unit requires a fairly stiff nylon spring to be 
forced up so that the unit will slide off the drop-in filter unit screwed to the lens filter thread. 
Whenever I do this, I am dead scared that the spring will break, leading me into more 
expense! The Nikon's cable is a nice flexible coiled "telephone" type, and even better, it 
disconnects from the power pack! So score one on ease of handling and reliability to Nikon. 

The Cokin's heads can be independently swivelled through about 120 degrees of arc, so 
that they can be pointed straight at a subject right in front of the lens, or turned away so that 
their light misses the subject entirely. Each head can be covered with neutral density (ND) 
filter, or blacked out entirely. The big advantage over a conventional ring flash is that it is easy 
to achieve natural-looking "modelling" light, simply by swivelling or covering one or two of the 
three heads. Exposure is automatic through a sensor mounted the lens ring unit, and the flash 
is adjustable to the dedicated circuitry of not only Nikon but also Canon, Minolta, Olympus and 
Pentax. It also has a straight non-dedicated option, and can be used manually. This makes it 
more versatile than the Nikon flash, which limits you to Nikon cameras. However, the Cokin is 
NOT a TTL flash. TTL means that the exposure is controlled "Through the lens" by a photocell 
inside the camera body that picks up light reflected from the film surface whilst the shutter is 
actually open. The Nikon SB21B has this, and it is what puts it in a different league to the 
Cokin unit. 

The Nikon has two flash heads, one on each side of the lens, that cannot be swivelled. 
They also have no facility for fitting covers of ND filter or blackout. Modelling lighting can be 
achieved by switching one head off. I thought this might limit one to harsh side lighting, but 
Nikon have thought of that. A special diffuser is supplied with the unit. It is oval-shaped and 
fits over the two heads. It is used for ultra close-ups with both heads switched on, and with 
one switched off, it diffuses the glare of the other and gives some "fill in" to the shadows. 
Hence Nikon has given the same flexibility that the Cokin system gives, but by a slightly  
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different route. The Nikon option has no moving parts and so, one would think, is bound to be 
more reliable in the long run. However, I have never (touch wood) had a problem with my 
Cokin's swivelling heads. 

Now for the nitty gritty. How do these units match up in use? Well, the answer is, the 
Nikon unit is no guarantee that a rank beginner will rival Oxford Scientific Films just by buying 
one! A skilled macrophotographer can take the most stunning pictures with old manual flash 
units and an old manual camera. One look at Andrew Currie's work will confirm that. The 
Cokin and Nikon macro flash units are basically labour saving devices. 

The Cokin unit's auto sensor gives good agreement with the camera's settings until you 
get down to close-up distances, and then the relationship between f-stop required and subject 
distance breaks down. The unit has to be calibrated for use with different lens/film 
/magnification combinations, as described in the last issue. The calibration works because the 
sensor still works at extreme close up, giving quite a lot of exposure latitude. Bracketing, 
however, is still necessary. And, once you get away from situations for which you have 
calibrations available, you have to rely on guesswork. I don't like guesswork when I'm in the 
field about to take the first ever pic of Bowkeria phosphor ovipositing! 

The Nikon SB21B really scores on allowing one to cease worrying about exposure 
calculations. I used it with several of the lens/extension combinations that I am used to, on my 
FA, I used f-stops that were about the same as those I use for the Cokin, and I didn't bracket. 
Every shot was perfectly exposed. Dave and I then started to get adventurous and connected 
my FA to a bellows unit, on the other end of which was a reversed 80mm Nikkor lens. With 
this we shot an egg and a first instar larva of Pseudacraea lucretia. Again, perfect exposures. 
We did bracket by one stop each way, but all three shots were perfectly exposed. The Nikon's 
TTL system had compensated for the aperture differences, and the only proof we had that 
different apertures had been used was the differences in depth of field between the shots. 
The magnification was not measured, but the egg filled 1/4 of a 35mm frame! I'll show the 
pictures at the Conference, and Dave will have lots of mouth-watering close-ups to show. 

Being more robust and easier to handle, the Nikon unit will also be better for use in the 
field than the Cokin. It also has a marvellous little red LED light on the back of the power pack 
that flashes at one if one has under or overexposed the shot! What will they think of next?? 

All this sophistication comes at a price - approx. R2100 before GST. This is twice the 
price the Cokin unit, which itself is not cheap. I certainly am not going to chuck my Cokin into 
the garbage tomorrow, but I'll be saving up for an SB21B!. 

 

 
 
 
 

Poecilmitis nigricans final instar larva lateral view 
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